March, 2018
The Easter season is a time of adjusting to a new vision. God has done an
incredible work. The tomb has been emptied. Death has been defeated. On the
Sunday of the resurrection, our hearts fill with joy and our voices soar with the hymns of new life. A new world
has been born, a new vision has been given, and a new way of living has been prescribed. The church is invited
to wear its Easter lenses as it looks out upon the world and responds to the challenge of living in light of the
resurrection.
We live from the perspective of Easter. Perspective is important. The right perspective can bring joy and
happiness; the wrong perspective can lead to disaster. A little boy and a little girl, brother and sister, were
shopping with their mother in a large department store. The mother needed to have some time for her shopping
so she took the children to the soda fountain, bought them ice cream cones, and told them to stay there till she
came back. Well, the children were fascinated by the elevator and could not resist the temptation to ride it one
more time. So, with ice cream cones in hand, they jumped off their stools and went to ride the elevator.
They were enjoying their up-and-down ride, but the little boy’s ice cream was melting faster than he could eat
it. Finally it was dripping down the cone and onto his hand despite his best attempts to eat the delicious treat
before it melted. At one floor the elevator stopped and an elegantly dressed woman in a full-length fur coat got
on. She stood in front of the children waiting to be taken to her floor. The little boy was desperately trying to
deal with his melting ice cream. Seeing the back of the lady’s fur coat, he gently began to wipe the sticky,
melting ice cream on her coat. His sister said, “Be careful, Billy, or you will get fur in your ice cream.” Now
that illustrates perspective. What is a solution to one is to another a way to damage an expensive garment. It’s
all in the perspective.
Easter people live with the perspective of the resurrection. God has won the victory over death. The worst that
can happen to us has been overcome by God taking Jesus from the tomb. That is our perspective. This vision
challenges us to live boldly and daringly. “You have been born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable
seed, through the living and enduring word of God. (1 Peter 1:23) In other words, you have a new perspective.
Live from this perspective. Dare to “love one another deeply from the heart. (v. 22)
The early church had to get used to its Easter lenses. It must have seemed strange to live from the perspective of
love in a world that was used to living in alienation. It must have been disorienting to include the outcast and
the marginalized in the fellowship of the church. But this is what the Easter community did, and its witness was
powerful. The world stood in awe as it watched a community of love live its life with redemptive acts of service
and inclusion. Such a community was a new reality that embraced a way of living that others had never
imagined.
The story continues as Easter people put on their new lenses and dare to live the way of love in a world of
alienation and hurt. We are people of new perspective. We have seen what God has done in Jesus Christ. We no
longer live in fear; rather, with radical love we go forth to practice the perspective of love as we follow the way
and example of our risen Lord.
The church has to put on its Easter glasses and see life from the perspective of the resurrection. We are the
people who dare to live the hope that other people believe can never be realized. From the Easter perspective,
we live the “as if” principle. That is, we live “as if” the world has more love than it does, “as if” there is more
hope than people are willing to embrace, “as if” the kingdom of God can reign on the earth today.
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FYII: For Your Information & Interest
Our Easter glasses also give us the holy boldness to ask
“What if?” What if every child had a warm, safe place to
sleep? What if there was enough food for every person
on this earth? What if we all lived from a sense of
abundance rather than scarcity? What if today all the
killing of all the wars stopped?
It all starts with vision, with perspective. Have the right
perspective and you live the right life. Our perspective is
Easter. “Through Him you have come to trust in God,
who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so
that your faith and hope are set on God. (1 Peter 1:21)
We are the people of Easter whose vision has been
forever corrected by what God has done in Jesus Christ
our Lord!
Church, may we see with Easter lenses! Pastor Mike

As Holy Week approaches please come to one or all
of the Holy Week worship experiences.
Thursday, March 29
Maundy Thursday: 5pm Interactive Communion
Friday, March 30
Good Friday: 2pm Tenebrae Service
Sunday, April 1
6:30am Sunrise service
8am Easter message with traditional music
9:30am Easter message with contemporary music
11am Easter message with traditional music
FLOWERS FOR THE CROSS
Remember to bring flowers from your
yard to decorate the cross by the
flagpole on Easter Sunday morning.
Bring your camera for some beautiful
family pictures.
Daylight Savings Time Begins
Sunday, March 11. Don’t forget
to spring your clocks ahead one
hour before you go to bed
Saturday night.

EASTER FESTIVAL
Our Easter Festival is just around
the corner, Saturday, March 24,
from 10am to noon. We are
planning a great festival for the
entire family, and we would love
your help! We will have praise
and worship to start, followed by the Egg Hunt, which
will be in four age groups. After the hunt, we will have a
bounce house, free food, crafts and some other fun
activities. I need your help with all of this!!!!
Specifically, we need:
• 3 people to set up and fill baskets
• 4 people to put the eggs out in designated areas
for the kids,
• 2 or 3 people to set up, cook, and serve food
• 2 people to hang out by the bounce house to help
prevent injury.
It would be great if a couple small groups would each
plan a game or activity that the family could do
together. Some examples are ring toss, digging for eggs
in sand, egg decorating, or anything else that you can
think of, with the sky being the limit!!! Check me or
with the church office before purchasing things to see if
your expenses could be reimbursed and/or to get a tax
exempt certificate.
Please let me know if you can help with this Easter
Festival!
Holly Tozer, Children’s Director

FUNDING GOD’S MINISTY for January
TOTAL INCOME

$48,712.09

OPERATING EXPENSE
EDUCATION/NURTURE
APPORTIONMENTS
STAFF SUPPORT

$6,190.72
$528.02
$4,504.90
$26,044.34

TOTAL EXPENSES
SURPLUS/DEFICIT
Reserve Fund Bal.

$37,267.98
$11,444.11
$21,631.41
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LEAVING FOR THE SUMMER?
Please put an N (for North) beside your
name on the pew pad the last Sunday you
will be here. You will be missed, however
you can keep up with what is happening at
GCUMC on our website gulfcovechurch.com
and/or have our Mid-Week News sent to your Email address. Just send your request to
gulfcoveumc@centurylink.net
ATTENTION 2018 HIGH SCHOOL
GRADUATES AND COLLEGE
STUDENTS!!!
The time has come for you to apply
for the Losh Memorial Scholarship
and Henry Memorial Scholarship.
Applications can be picked up at the church
office or in one of the three brochure racks.
Deadline for completing applications for the
Scholarship Committee is April 1. Remember,
an official transcript from your high school or
college and an essay on God’s influence in
your life are required with the application.
LADIES DAY OUT
March 5, 2018 at Ruby Tuesdays. Join us for food,
fun, and fellowship. You can carpool from church
at 12:15pm or meet us at Ruby Tuesday in Town
Center Mall, center/north side. We are going to
celebrate all of our birthdays this month!
Scriptures March 2018

3/4
REHAB: Program
Exodus 20:1-17
3/11
REHAB: Recovery
John 3:14-18
3/18
REHAB: Promise
Jeremiah 31:31-34
3/25
Is Easter Important?: The After Parade
Mark 11:1-11
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"FOOD FOR THE SOUL"
Please join us on Wednesday
nights for a chance to grow closer to
God and others in our church
family. Dinner is served from 5:306:00pm. The weekly cost is: $4/per Adult; $2.50/per
Child under 12; $12/Family maximum. This month's
menu includes
March 7–Shepard’s Pie
March 14-Chilli
March 21 –Chicken Alfredo
March 28 –Roast Pork
Reservation deadline is the previous Sunday--you can
list your reservation on the pew attendance pad on
Sunday mornings: Mark “Food” & the number of
people.
Clean-up is at 6pm, then there are various
activities for ALL ages. Children have Jesus Rocks in
#109/110; Youth, gr. 6-12, meet in P #206; and an
adult Bible study, the After Dinner Group, meets in
#102. At 6:15pm, Genesis Small Group, another adult
Bible Study, meets in the Sanctuary.
For those who prefer an earlier evening, Pastor Mike
leads a Bible study at 4:30pm in P#201 where they
study the scripture text he will be using for the
following Sunday's sermon. You can join a study
group without having dinner; likewise eat dinner
without joining a study group. Please make
Wednesday nights a time you spend with your
church family so you can feed your body…and soul!
MAKING THE COMMON SACRED
First Corinthians 10:31 (ESV) reminds us,
“Whether you eat or drink, or whatever you
do, do all to the glory of God.” Author E.M.
Bounds describes this mind-set as a “spirit of
devotion” that “puts God in all things … not
merely in our praying and churchgoing.”
He writes: “The spirit of devotion makes the
common things of earth sacred and the little
things great. With this spirit of devotion, we go
to business on Monday directed by the very
same influence, and inspired by the same
influences, by which we went to church on
Sunday. The spirit of devotion makes a
Sabbath out of Saturday and transforms the
shop and the office into a temple of God.
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WHAT IS “WALK TO EMMAUS”??
The Emmaus Walk is an ecumenical program that
encourages and renews commitments to Christian
discipleship. The Walk is a three-day retreat which
includes a New Testament examination of
Christianity as a lifestyle.
The "Walk To Emmaus" begins on Thursday
evening and ends Sunday evening. On the Walk,
Pilgrims live and study together in singing, prayer,
worship and small group discussions, centering on
fifteen short talks given by laity and clergy. These
talks present the theme of God's grace, and how
that grace comes alive in the Christian community
and expresses itself in the world.
If you are interested in hearing more about the
upcoming Emmaus Walks call the office at
697-1747 or visit:
http://www.gulfcoastemmaus.com
Men’s
Walk #98~March 1-18
Women’s
Walk #98~March 22-25
Weekends for our local community are held at Port
LaBelle Inn. 1563 Oxbow Dr. LaBelle, FL 33935
SPOILER ALERT
In these days of DVRs and streaming programming, it’s
common courtesy to warn people before discussing a
show’s plot or ending. How frustrating to inadvertently
hear how a much-anticipated drama concludes!
Knowing how everything ends is a blessing for
Christians, however. Jesus’ victory over death gives us
hope and confidence for this life — and for the life to
come.
“The church does not pretend … that it does not know
what will happen with the crucified Jesus,” writes
Thomas Hopko in The Orthodox Faith. “It does not
sorrow and mourn over the Lord as if the church itself
were not the very creation which has been produced from
his wounded side and from the depths of his tomb. All
through [Holy Week] services, the victory of Christ is
contemplated and the resurrection is proclaimed
Indeed, Jesus’ followers know how his story — and
therefore our story — ends: in Easter life!
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3/01
3/02
3/03
3/04
3/06
3/06
3/07
3/08
3/13
3/15
3/17
3/21
3/23
3/25
3/25
3/30
3/31
3/31
3/31

Charlotte Halbert
Maryanne Carrico
Hannah Guzik
Sami Paolo
Pete Shovelski
Jo Ann Hopkins
Cindy Gettle
Marilyn Beatty
Herb Bradley
Ginny Torr
Tom Eisele
Ed Bryant
Charlie Carter
Joyce Furtado
Eli McDaniel
Ian Newton
Ruth Sherman
Chet Hallett
Chuck Mortenson

3/01
3/02
3/06
3/11
3/16
3/18
3/30
3/30

3/02
3/03
3/04
3/05
3/06
3/07
3/08
3/11
3/14
3/16
3/21
3/22
3/23
3/25
3/29
3/30
3/31
3/31

Addison Wareham
Bruce Halbert
Frank Blanton
Kerry Eckinger
Dan Carter
Cathy Unger
Don Baker
Bob Wollmacher
Sue Payne
Herb Bryant
Russ Treible
Ron Reid
Chuck Russell
Ilene Sokolich
Sarah Taylor
Kathy Green
Bernie Torr
Bev Ernest

Ken & Marian Brumley
Bruce & Charlotte Halbert
Charlie & Mary Hilton Jr.
Paul & Nancy Gebauer
Alfred & Karen Current III
Ernie & Linda Ovitz
Ray & Barbara Dunfee
Ron & Loretta Barche

RELENTLESS PRAYERS
Are you reluctant to bring the same prayers to your
heavenly Father over and over? Maybe you don’t want
to trouble God; after all, he already knows what you’re
going to say. Plus, you’re not worthy to ask for
anything!
If those thoughts surround you, think about Patrick,
Ireland’s patron saint. At 16, he was dragged from his
home to be a slave. Patrick tended sheep in the cold.
Hungry and miserable, he begged God for mercy and
deliverance.
In his Confessio, Patrick recalls praying “a hundred
times in the day and almost as many at night.” Without
ceasing, he told God of his needs, wants, thanksgiving
and confession. And God heard his prayers.
Pray relentlessly. God is always listening!
—MaryAnn Sundby
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GOD’S MYSTERIOUS WAYS
“God moves in a mysterious way, his wonders to
perform.” These oft-quoted words, from a hymn by
English poet William Cowper, come with an
unsubstantiated yet powerful back story.
Cowper, who struggled with depression, decided to
commit suicide one night. He called a cab to go to the
Thames River, planning to drown himself. Such dense
fog arose that the driver got lost and finally stopped to let
his passenger out. To Cowper’s surprise, he was at his
own door! He concluded that God had sent the fog to
spare his life. The hymn he wrote in response continues:
Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take;
the clouds ye so much dread
are big with mercy and shall break
in blessings on your head. …
His purposes will ripen fast,
unfolding every hour.
The bud may have a bitter taste,
but sweet will be the flower
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ENGLEWOOD HELPING HAND
Every seventh week during the year,
our church provides assistance to
Englewood Helping Hand, located
on the grounds of the Englewood United
Methodist Church. Volunteers help on Monday
through Thursday from 9:30am to 2:30pm by
putting donations on the shelves and filling food
bags. It is Gulf Cove UMC’s turn to provide
volunteers on March 26th- 29th. If you are able to
help one day, please sign up on the sheet posted
on the Volunteer bulletin board in the Education
Wing or contact Kim Bruemleve at 260-580-1307
or kimbruemleve@yahoo.com. You can also check
the weekly bulletins for items that are
needed. Non-perishable food items can be put
into the EHH bins located in the narthex and in
the Education Wing. Thank you!

March 3

9:30-12pm

Saturday

Closet of Hope P#204

March 21

2:30pm

Wednesday

Inglenook Visitation

March 4

12:30pm

Sunday

Ladies’ Day Out

March 24

10-12pm

Saturday

Easter Egg Festival

March 6

8am

Tuesday

UM Men’s Meeting

March 25

Sunday

Palm Sunday

Sunday

DST Begins

March 26

7pm

Monday

Church Council
Maundy Thursday Service

March 11
March 12

12pm

Monday

Newsletter Deadline

March 29

5pm

Thursday

March 13

4pm

Tuesday

At Ease Veterans

March 30

2pm

Friday

Good Friday Service

6:30am

Sunday

Easter Sunrise Mediation

7:00pm
March 15-18

Trustee Meeting #103
Thurs-Sun.

Men’s Walk to Emmaus

March 17
March 19

9:30-12pm
7pm

Saturday
Monday

Closet of Hope P#204
Finance #103

March 20

8am

Tuesday

UM Men’s Breakfast

April 1

8 & 11am
9:30am

Traditional Service
Contemporary Service
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Calendar Highlights
Sundays:
8am Traditional Service
9:30am Contemporary Service
Seekers II Sunday School
Kids’ Church/Sunday School
Youth Sunday School
11am Adult Sunday School
Sermon Discussion
Traditional Service
5-8pm Youth Group Gr.6-12
6:30pm Family Bowling
Mondays:
7pm Boy Scouts
7:30pm AA Support Group
Tuesdays:
1pm Friend to Friend
7pm Al-Anon

P#201
#109/110
P#206
#109/110
P#201
P#206

P#201
#109/110
#109/110
#109/110

United Methodist Church
1100 McCall Road
Port Charlotte, Florida 33981

Wednesdays:
12pm Weekly Bulletin Deadline
Mid-Week Boost
4:30pm Pastor’s Bible Study
5:30pm Food for the Soul Dinner
6pm Jesus Rocks
After Dinner Group
Youth Group Gr. 6-12
Ever After Bible Study
6:15pm Genesis Group
Thursdays:
8am Grounds Main’t Crew @ Barn
9am Crafty Ladies
4:45pm Handbells
5:30pm Praise Team
6:30pm Girl Scouts
Choir Rehearsal
Fridays
2-4pm Journey In Faith

#102
P#201
#109/110
#102
P#206
P#201
Sanctuary

Oak’s Cove
P#203
Sanctuary
#109/110
P#203
P#201

