November, 2018
The day before Black Friday
If it seems that Black Friday has been arriving earlier and earlier each year, you’re right. The activities of the
Friday after Thanksgiving, featuring mad rushes on the doors of retail stores as they offer pre- Christmas
sales, have now shifted to Thanksgiving night at many large stores. Macy’s, which sponsors a famous parade
on Thanksgiving morning, will be opening its doors for shoppers at 5:00 p.m. the same evening, according to
Forbes magazine. Others will surely follow suit. Bucking that trend, however, is a large group of major
retailers, including Barnes & Noble, Costco, and Neiman Marcus, who have announced that they will be
closed for the holiday. Even the giant Mall of America in Minnesota, the nation’s largest shopping mall, will
be closed on Thanksgiving. Of course, many of those retailers will be luring customers with online sales on
the day, but the doors will be shut.
For those who can remember the days of Blue Laws when stores were routinely closed on Sundays and
holidays, this may not seem so unusual. In fact, Holiday Blue Laws remain in place in Massachusetts, Rhode
Island and Maine. But in recent years, the more commercial aspects of the Christmas season have begun to
encroach on the celebration of Thanksgiving, making the announcement of closed stores real news.
Employees at these retailers may have reason to give thanks as they get more time with family and friends,
but what does the season mean for Christians? How do our observances of the holiday reflect our beliefs and
how can we incorporate the practice of gratitude throughout the year?
The benefits of gratitude
To read the press on gratitude, you would think that it rivals kale as the trendiest health kick. In a 2015 article
for Psychology Today, Amy Morin touted seven “scientifically proven benefits” to giving thanks that “can
transform your life.” “Mentally strong people,” Morin said, “choose to exchange self-pity for gratitude” and
thereby open themselves to more relationships, improved physical health, enhanced empathy, reduced
aggression and better sleep, among other things. Morin recommends the use of a daily gratitude journal to
move toward greater thankfulness.
Christians would add more to that self-help advice. Most of us do feel better when we experience a grateful
heart, and if we’re gathering with loved ones for the Thanksgiving holiday, we may experience a greater sense
of well-being. But gratitude is more than something we do because of the benefits. We give thanks because
it’s a natural outgrowth of a life lived in communion with God and with others. It’s not a tool to get something
else; Thanksgiving is the natural by-product of a life of wholeness.
Rediscovering our natural language
Psalm 65 is one of the great psalms of thanksgiving. The silence offered up as praise at the beginning soon
blossoms into a celebration of God’s attributes. We have a God who listens (verse 2) and forgives (verse 3)
the people and who secures (verse 5) and establishes (verse 6) creation. The response of creation is to offer its
joy and praise back to God. The “gateways of morning and evening sing for joy” (verse 8). By the end of the
psalm, the meadows and valleys have joined the chorus, singing and shouting for joy (verse 13).
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FYII: For Your Information & Interest

The implication of the psalm is that the natural state for
the creation is one of praise to the Creator. When we
give thanks, we’re only taking up our part. Praise may
actually be our natural language, something that we get
disconnected from through the suffering and insecurity
we experience in the world. If the hills are alive with the
sound of music, why shouldn’t we be as well?
Church, May you have a blessed and Happy November.
The Weavers
THANK YOU!!!

I just wanted to thank my church family for all the
“thank - yous”, words of affirmation, cards, and gifts
for my birthday, and pastor appreciation! It has been
exciting following where God is leading us.

BAZAAR & BARN SALE

Our Annual Christmas Bazaar and
Barn Sale will be held on Friday &
Saturday, November 9 & 10, 9am to
3pm.
BAZAAR: Are you ready to get a
jump start on your Christmas
shopping? The Crafty Ladies will be selling many
different craft items like kitchen towels, scrubbies,
baked potato bags, baby items, ornaments, plus much
more.

BARN SALE

We welcome donations of furniture, household
goods, and hardware items, etc. Please, NO
computers, No mattresses, old TV’s, sofa beds, books
or clothing. The Men are at the barn on Thursday
mornings if you wish to bring items for the sale. If
you need assistance, please contact Al Crosby at 941697-8373 or Tom Eisele 941-268-4933.

THE ANGEL TREE

Represents over 500 children
under our care at the FL United
Methodist Children’s Home. We
are asking for gift cards (in
increments of $5 to $25) for a store
that a child under 18 would like to
shop. Kohl’s, Best Buy, Target,
Walmart, or pre-paid Visa or Master Cards are
ideal. The gift cards (please mark the $ amount
on the card) may then be placed in the box at the
Angel Tree. Cash donations are gladly accepted. The
deadline to return the cards is NOON, Dec. 1. Let’s
help give these children a wonderful Christmas,
showing love to the ‘least of these.’

THANKSGIVING MISSION OUTREACH
DINNER
On Thursday, November 22,
Thanksgiving Day, Gulf Cove
United Methodist Church will
be hosting a Thanksgiving
Dinner that will be free to all
in the community who wish
to attend. Dinner consists of
turkey with all the traditional
fixings and will be served
from 12:00 to 3:00pm.

We will need plenty of volunteers to make this year
successful. Volunteers will be needed to roast
turkeys, carve turkeys, cut vegetables, deliver meals
to those who have requested them, decorate tables,
clean tables, make pie, clean pots, wash dishes and
the very many other chores that are required to
provide this outreach service to our community, to
say nothing of getting the church set up again for
worship services.
Sign-up sheets are posted. We are asking folks to
sign up for what they can. We hope that you will not
hesitate to sign up for more than one day as it takes
an enormous effort to provide this very worthwhile
service to the community.

Daylight Savings times ends November 4th

Ladies Lunch Out will be at Ruby Tuesday's on
Sunday, November 11 at 12:30.
Please join us! Contact Sandy
Doty at 941- 875-4199 or
ssdoty975@yahoo.com
or Deb Howell at 330-441-2852
or debhowell3902@yahoo.com
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FUNDING GOD’S MINISTRY for Sept.
$32,044.12

YTD
$306,060.35

OPERATING EXPENSE
$8,266.99
EDUCATION/NURTURE
$605.79
APPORTIONMENTS
$4,504.90
STAFF SUPPORT
$23,709.75
TOTAL EXPENSES
$37,087.43
SURPLUS/DEFICIT
($5,043.31)
TOTAL INCOME W/Reserved Funds
$33,044.12
OPERATING EXPENSE
$8,266.99
EDUCATION/NURTURE
$605.79
APPORTIONMENTS
$4,504.90
STAFF SUPPORT
$23,709.75
TOTAL EXPENSES
$37,087.43
SURPLUS/DEFICIT
($4,043.31)

$69,284.11
$6,953.14
$40,544.10
$217,606.15
$334,387.50
($28,327.15)
YTD
$325,060.35
$69,284.11
$6,953.14
$40,544.10
$217,606.15
$334,387.50
($9,327.15)

TOTAL INCOME

SCRIPTURES FOR NOV. 2018
11/4
A Rock Thrown, A Lesson Learned.
Mark 12:28-34
11/11
The Gift of Sleep
Psalm 127:1-5
11/18
On Your Mark, Get Set . . .
Mark 13:1-8, 32-33
11/25
Pastor Becky Stephenson Preaching

11/09
11/12
11/22
11/26
11/26
11/27
11/30
11/30

Bill & Suzanne Collier
Bob & Betsy Mac Donald
John & Cindy Rowland
Duff & Edna Duer II
Smitty & Shirley Smith
Denny & Deb Howell
Al & Vernette Crosby
Ed & Shirley Peterson
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11/03
11/05
11/06
11/08
11/10
11/15
11/17
11/18
11/18
11/19
11/20
11/22
11/24
11/25
11/28

Brian Payne
Nancy Treible
Elaine Inman
Carol Pardun
Sam Thompson
Joyce Burris
Tom Yager
Bob Cameron
Nate Reid
Jim Choate
Linda Kennedy
Jennifer Guzik
Carol Teague
Monica Zinn
Peter Teune Jr.

11/03
11/05
11/06
11/09
11/15
11/15
11/17
11/18
11/19
11/20
11/21
11/23
11/25
11/27
11/30

"FOOD FOR THE SOUL"

Crystal DePaolis
MaryEllen Eisele
Amber Charbonneau
Pauline Maes
Jim Graham
Roy Norell
Jack Stephenson
Roy Engler
Sandy Norton
Joanne Eckinger
Linda Ovitz
John Furtado
Barbara Dunfee
David Welch
Lea Baker

Please join us on Wednesday nights
for a chance to grow closer to God and
others in our church family. Dinner is
served from 5:30-6:00pm. The weekly
cost is $4/per Adult; $2.50/per Child
under 12; $12/Family maximum. This month's menu
includes
Nov. 7-Chili
Nov. 14-Chicken Alfredo
Nov. 22-No Classes or Dinner
Nov. 28-Turkey Vegetable Soup
Reservation deadline is the previous Sunday--you can
list your reservation on the pew attendance pad on
Sunday mornings: mark “Food” & the number of people.
Clean-up is at 6pm, then there are various
activities for ALL ages. Children have Jesus Rocks in
#109/110; ECHO Youth, gr. 6-8, meet in P #206; and an
adult Bible study, the After Dinner Group, meets in
#114. At 6:15pm, Genesis Small Group, another adult
Bible Study, meets in #103.
For those who prefer an earlier evening, Pastor Mike
leads a Bible study at 4:30pm in P#201 where they
study the scripture text he will be using for the following
Sunday's sermon. You can join a study group without
having dinner; likewise, eat dinner without joining a
study group. Please make Wednesday nights a time you
spend with your church family so you can feed your
body…and soul!
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Calendar Highlights

Saturday

Closet of Hope P#204

Nov 15

12pm

Thursday

Early Bulletin Deadline

Sunday

Daylight Savings Time
Ends
Men’s Breakfast

Nov 17

9:30am

Saturday

Closet of Hope P#204

8am

Tuesday

Men’s Breakfast

Tuesday

2pm

S.M. Peer

6pm

At Ease (Rotonda)

Nov 20

3pm
Nov 21

9-3pm

Barn/Bazaar Sale

Nov 10

9-3pm

Saturday

Barn/Bazaar Sale

Nov 11

12pm

Sunday

Ladies Luncheon

Monday

Office Closed/Vets Day

Nov 23

Trustee Meeting #103

Nov 24

7pm
Nov.13

12pm

Tuesday

Wednesday
2:30pm

Nov 9

Nov 12

Carrico Service
Office Closes at noon
Inglenook
No Classes or Dinner

Nov 22

12-3pm
1pm

Thursday
Friday

Thanksgiving Dinner
Office Closed
Office Closed

Sunday

Hanging of the Greens

Newsletter Deadline

Sundays:

8am Traditional Service
9:30am Contemporary Service
Seekers II Sunday School
Kids’ Church/Sunday School
11am Traditional Service
Adult Bible Study
Sermon Discussion
2-4 Girl Scouts Troup #538 (1st & 3rd))
5-8pm Youth Group
6:30pm Family Bowling
Mondays:
5:30pm Girl Scouts Troup #899 (1st & 3rd))
7pm Boy Scouts
7:30pm AA Support Group
Tuesdays:
1pm Friend to Friend
7pm Al-Anon

P#201
#109/110
#109/110
P#201
#108
P#206
#108
P#201
#109/110
#109/110
#109/110

Wednesdays:
12pm
12pm
4:30pm
5:30pm
6pm
6pm
6pm
6pm
6:15pm
Thursdays:
8am
9am
5:30pm
6:30pm
7:00pm

Weekly Bulletin Deadline
Mid-Week Boost Bible Study
Pastor’s Bible Study
Food for the Soul Dinner
Jesus Rocks
Youth Group
After Dinner Group
Faithful Ladies
Genesis Adult Bible Study
Grounds Main’t Crew @ Barn
Crafty Ladies
Praise Team Rehearsal
NA Recovery Meeting
Journey In Faith

#102
P#201
#109/110
P#206
#114
P#201
#103
Oak’s Cove
Sanctuary
#109/110
P#201

