April, 2019
In the church, we observe a handful of “holy days” but really make a big deal about two of them:
Christmas and Easter. The average church person believes this to be true because those two days are the most
heavily attended days on the church calendar.
Right or wrong, for many church attenders, if they set foot in church one or two days a year, those days
will be Christmas Eve or Easter Sunday. But what gets mixed up is how we live out the importance of those two
days. In reality, we go crazy for Christmas. We decorate our homes, our churches, our front lawns and even
wear Christmas themed clothing. We buy gifts for our families and even for people we hardly know.
We throw parties at work, at church, at school, at our scout meetings, lodge meetings, club meetings,
and anything else we can think of. Our calendars fill up for almost the entire month of December with all of the
parties, concerts, and other celebrations that we and our families feel we must participate in.
But at Easter we don’t really do much. We go to church on Sunday morning, where they might have put
up one or two uniquely Easter-ish decorations, and then go home and have a large family dinner that is still
probably smaller than the feast at Thanksgiving.
THIS IS ALL BACKWARDS.
We remember George Washington’s birthday. We remember Abe Lincoln’s birthday. But even though
we honor them on President's Day, aside from sales at the local department store, we don’t really do much
celebrating. It isn’t that these men aren’t important, but it wasn’t their birth that changed the world.
We remember their birth because of who they became and what they accomplished. We place value on
their actions, and so the majority of our celebrating comes not on the birthdays of these national heroes, but on
days like the Fourth of July when we throw a party in honor of freedom and liberty.
I admit that Jesus’ birth was unique and special. Prophets told of his birth hundreds of years in advance
and Mary, his mother, had never slept with a man. So Jesus’ birth stands out in history, and the story is worthy
of remembering and retelling. But like the forefathers of our nation, the real reason that we remember Jesus is
not found in his birth, but in his life.
We remember Jesus because of who he was and what he did, not simply because of his birth. In
particular, we celebrate Easter because this memorable week marks the culmination and fulfillment of his life
and work.
All of humanity was cursed and doomed to death, but during the week of Easter, Jesus assumed the guilt
of humanity and died in our place so that we might live. Three days later, Jesus rose again and demonstrated his
power over death. At Easter, Jesus rescued humanity for all time.
If they had not been President at pivotal times in American history, the birthdays of Washington and
Lincoln would hardly be worth remembering.
Without Easter, Jesus’ birth would be historical trivia.
Easter really is more important.
Church, Happy Easter, I love you
Pastor Mike
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FYII: For Your Information & Interest

As Holy Week
approaches please
come to one or all of
the Holy Week
worship experiences.
Thursday, April 18
Maundy Thursday: 2pm Interactive Communion
Friday, April 19
Good Friday: 5pm Tenebrae Service
Saturday, April 20
Easter Egg Hunt 10am
Sunday, April 21
6:45am Sunrise service
8am Easter message with traditional music
9:30am Easter message with contemporary music
11am Easter message with traditional music
LADIES DAY OUT – LUNCH AT RUBY
TUESDAY’S

We will be going to lunch on Sunday, April 14 at
Ruby Tuesday’s in the Town Center Mall. We can car
pool from the church parking lot at 12:00pm, or you can
just meet us at the restaurant at 12:15pm. Contact Sandy
Doty at ssdoty975@yahoo.com .

EASTER EGG HUNT
Here comes Peter Cotton Tail
hopping down the bunny
trail!! It’s Easter time, and we
are excited to be holding the Egg Hunt on Saturday, April
20, from 10am to 12pm. We will be hiding 2,000 eggs
in four different locations for different age groups, so that
all will have fun. We will be giving out a basket, with a
book, at the beginning for the kids to hold the eggs they
collect. We will also have a craft, a bounce house, and
food. With all this fun, we need Volunteers to handle the
setup; to accompany the groups during the egg hunt; to
keep watch over the bounce house; to handle crafts; and
to help with the clean-up afterward. We can find you a
job to do that suits you best! If you have any questions or
to help, contact Holly Tozer, our Children’s Director.

FLOWERS FOR THE CROSS

Remember to bring flowers from your yard
to decorate the cross by the flagpole on
Easter Sunday morning. Bring your camera
for some beautiful family pictures.

LEAVING FOR THE SUMMER?

Please put an N (for North) beside your name
on the pew pad the last Sunday you will be
here. You will be missed. However you can
keep up with what is happening at GCUMC
on our website gulfcovechurch.com and/or
have our Mid-Week News sent to your E-mail
address. Just send your request to
gulfcoveumc@gmail.com.

CRAFT SALE APRIL 12 & 13

The Crafty Ladies will be at Oak’s Cove Friday and
Saturday 9am-3pm selling many different craft items
like kitchen towels, scrubbies, baked potato bags, plus
much, much more.

DONATIONS NEEDED FOR THE BARN
SALE APRIL 12 & 13

The GC MEN’S Group are
having their annual April Barn
Sale. If you have anything in
your house or garage you would
like to donate to this project, the men will be at the
barn on Thursday, from 8am to 11:30am, to accept your
donations. Sorry, they are not accepting sleeper sofas,
appliances, or electronics. Tom Eisele @941-268-4933 or
the church office @ 941-697-1747

THANK YOU FROM COURAGE OVER
CANCER

Gulf Cove Church’s Cancer Ministry team wants to thank
everyone for their support of our outreach ministry. People
from the community are reaching out to us for a spiritual,
practical, emotional, and physical means of helping them
through their journey with cancer. Whether they are the
patient or the caregiver, all are impacted and need their
voices heard.
If you feel called to become part of this ministry, please
contact Ken or Joan Priest at 941-769-0581 or 941-268-4966.
We will hold another 8 week training class if several people
are interested. Again, thank you for the financial support of
this vital ministry which is bringing hope, and compassion to
those in need and bringing all of us closer to Christ.
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FUNDING GOD’S
MINISTY for February

TOTAL INCOME

$35,923.70

$84,773.50

OPERATING EXPENSE

$12,768.73

$20,295.27

EDUCATION/NURTURE

$1,723.21

$2,055.71

APPORTIONMENTS

$4,499.60

$8,999.20

STAFF SUPPORT

$24,315.35

$51,116.60

TOTAL EXPENSES

$43,306.89

$82,466.78

SURPLUS/DEFICIT

($7,383.19)

$2,306.72

RESERVE FUND

$23,456.22

Scriptures April 2019

April 7
The Passion of Christ: “LOST”
Luke 15:1-7
April 14
The Passion of Christ: "Exalted"
Luke 19:28-40
April 21
The Passion of Christ: "Raised"
John 20:1-18
April 28
Resurrected Peace
(Series: Living on the Resurrected Side of Life)
John 20:19-23
CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS!

Saturday, April 6, 2019 will be our church clean-up day.
We would like to go through all closets, shelves, flat
surfaces, and any place else that is used for storage. The
idea is to identify and dispose of junk. If we haven't used
it in the last year, we probably don't need it.
We want to do a general clean-up of our church for
Easter. All are welcome! Rick Starck

April Anniversary’s
4/03
4/04
4/15
4/20
4/24

Pat & Betty Hansell
Don & Marilyn Baker
Steve & Kathy Wohlleb
Jim & Jessie Choate
Jim & Elaine Inman

April, 2019
4/01
4/02
4/02
4/03
4/04
4/05
4/08
4/12
4/14
4/14
4/19
4/20
4/23
4/25
4/27

April Birthday’s

Phill Kolbe
Pat Meyer
Caitlyn Flaherty
Sandra Stull
Julie Whitford
Steve Beimer
April Chattinger
Brenda Carter
Tina Phillips
DeAnna Crandall
Edna Duer
Johnny Roy
Sandra Sullivan
Mary Beimer
Connie Shatzer

4/01
4/02
4/02
4/03
4/04
4/07
4/11
4/14
4/14
4/17
4/20
4/22
4/24
4/27
4/30

Terry Ten Brink
Jenny Myers
Mac Kenzie Flaherty
Ken Priest
Nancy Gebauer
Kelly Sexton
Jonnie Webber
Bob Knorr
John Zink
Eleanor Kotula
Penny Wolfe
Donna Palmer
Lynne Gill
Bobbie Indermaur
Lester Miller

"FOOD FOR THE SOUL"
Please join us on Wednesday
nights for a chance to grow closer to
God and others in our church
family. Dinner is served from 5:306:00pm. The weekly cost
is: $4/Adult; $2.50/per Child under 12; $12/Family
maximum. This month's menu includes
April 3-Pulled Pork
April 10-Meatloaf
April 17-Meatball Soup
April 24-Baked Spaghetti
Reservation deadline is the previous Sunday--you can
list your reservation on the pew attendance pad on
Sunday mornings: Mark “W” & the number of people.
Clean-up is at 6pm, then there are various
activities for ALL ages. Children have Jesus Rocks in
#109/110; Youth, gr. 6-12, meet in P #206; the After
Dinner Group, meets in #102, and Faithful Ladies
meets in #101. At 6:15pm, Genesis Small Group,
another adult Bible Study, meets in #114.
For those who prefer an earlier evening, Pastor Mike
leads a Bible study at 4:30pm in P#201 where they
study the scripture text he will be using for the
following Sunday's sermon. You can join a study
group without having dinner; likewise eat dinner
without joining a study group. Please make
Wednesday nights a time you spend with your church
family so you can feed your body…and soul!
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Calendar Highlights
April 1

Noon

Mon

7pm
April 2

8am

Tues

6pm

Scholarship Deadline

April 14

12pm

Sun

Ladies Lunch Out

Journey to the Cross

April 15

7pm

Mon

Finance Meeting #103

GC Men’s Breakfast

April 16

8am

Tues

GC Men’s Breakfast

At Ease Vets

April 17

2:30pm

Wed

Inglenook Visitation
Holy Thursday Service

April 5

12pm

Fri

New Members Class

April 18

2pm

Thurs

April 6

9am

Sat

Church Cleanup Day

April 19

5pm

Fri

Good Friday Service

Closet of Hope P#204

April 20

9:30am

Sat

Closet of Hope P#201

9:30am
April 8

Noon

Mon

7pm

Flower Deadline

10am

Easter Egg Hunt

Trustee Meeting #103

April 21

6:45am

Sun

Easter Sunrise Service

April 12

9am

Fri

Barn & Craft Sale

April 22

7pm

Mon

Church Council

April 13

9am

Sat

Barn & Craft Sale

Sundays
8am Traditional Service
9:30am Contemporary Service
Seekers II Sunday School
Kids’ Church/Sunday School
11am Traditional Service
2-5 Girl Scouts Troop #538 (1st & 3rd))
5-7pm Youth Group
6:30pm Family Bowling
Mondays:
6:30pm Girl Scouts Troop #899 (1st & 3rd))
7pm Boy Scouts
AA Support Group
Tuesdays:
1pm Friend to Friend
7pm Al-Anon

P#201
#109
#108
P#206
#108
P#201
#109
#109
#109

Wednesdays:
12pm Weekly Bulletin Deadline
Mid-Week Boost Bible Study
4:30pm Pastor’s Bible Study
5:30pm Food for the Soul Dinner
6pm Jesus Rocks
Youth Group
After Dinner Group
Faithful Ladies
6:15pm Genesis Adult Bible Study
Thursdays:
8am Grounds Main’t Crew @ Barn
9am Crafty Ladies
1:30pm Journey to the Cross
4:45pm Handbells Rehearsal
5:30pm Praise Team Rehearsal
6:30pm Choir Rehearsal
6:30pm NA Recovery Meeting

#102
P#201
#109
P#206
#102
#101
#114
Oak’s Cove
#P201
P#203
Sanctuary
P#203
#109

