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What does it mean to say, “Jesus Christ is risen”?
Belief in Christ’s resurrection is the central tenet of the Christian faith. Though various Christian denominations and
believers may disagree on other matters of doctrine, there’s general agreement that Jesus was resurrected. N. T. Wright, a
retired Anglican bishop and leading New Testament scholar, is one of the most prolific writers asserting that Jesus’
physical body was raised from the dead. He says that while others will claim that ancient people didn’t understand the
laws of nature and were therefore willing to accept Christ’s resurrection, such an assertion is “simply absurd … The
ancients knew perfectly well that dead people didn’t rise. We didn’t need modern science to tell us that.” Wright says that
the Greek word for “resurrection,” Anastasis, was understood to mean “someone who is already well and truly dead
coming back into a bodily life of some sort, and they knew that didn’t happen.” Wright asserts that the empty tomb and
Jesus’ appearances to his followers caused the early church to believe in his bodily resurrection. He believes that the
experience of Jesus’ bodily resurrection was unique in being able to demonstrate God’s triumph over evil.
What does resurrection mean for our world? As Christians, we believe that God’s surprising and powerful act of
resurrecting Jesus transforms our own lives and makes the world new.
New life
In the painful, public, shameful execution of Jesus, political and religious authorities thought they had ended the problem
of Jesus and the movement that was springing up around him. After all, what’s more final than putting someone to death?
Jesus’ rising shows not only that God has vindicated Jesus in the face of this shameful punishment, but also that God has
conquered death. Scriptures such as 1 Corinthians 15:19–26 remind us that Jesus’ new life includes the promise of
resurrection for “those who belong to Christ” (verse 23). We experience the promise of life beyond death, as well as the
promise of new beginnings in our present life.
God’s redemption is for all people
Acts 10 details the encounter between Peter and the Gentile centurion Cornelius. Through a vision from God and his
conversation with Cornelius, Peter comes to realize that “God has shown me that I should never call a person impure or
unclean” (verse 28). Peter goes on to say, “I really am learning that God doesn’t show partiality to one group of people
over another” (verse 34). While equality of all people is something that we often talk about in our culture, racism,
xenophobia, sexism, and disdain for the poor are ongoing realities. The belief that God’s love and redemption are truly
intended for all people is one that can turn our world upside down when it’s put into practice.
Defeat of the powers of this world
Colossians 2:11-15 makes powerful connections between Christ’s resurrection, our own death, and rebirth represented
through baptism, and the “disarming” of the rulers and authorities of this world. On the surface, it may seem that these
authorities are still in charge. Jesus’ rising from the dead signifies to us that he is the Lord we are to follow, rather than the
false powers in our midst who would claim our loyalties.
God cares for creation
Professor Darrell Cosden points to Jesus’ bodily resurrection as an affirmation of the goodness of God’s creation. Jesus’
appearance in his body, a body that even eats, reminds us that we are more than spirits alone. The world in which we live,
and our own material existence, are expressions of God’s glory. Dr. Bruce Epperly says that “when we least expect it,
resurrection happens to us — just as it unexpectedly happened to Mary — and later to those who deemed it an ‘idle tale.’
” He writes that resurrection must first disorient us so that we can be reoriented to what God is doing in the world. As we
allow resurrection to break through in our lives, we become part of the new thing that God is doing. We are transformed,
and our world moves from despair to hope. Thanks be to God!Love Y’all,
Mike
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FYII: For Your Information & Interest

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

This year’s VBS will be held
on Monday thru Friday,
June 10 thru 14, from 5:30 to
8:30pm. The program we will
be using is called Power Up –
Raise Your Game by Orange Publishing. We’ll be
serving a light dinner to the VBS Kids and their families
early in the evening, with crafts, games, and other
activities to follow. Especially important are our Small
Group Leaders who will stay with their group of up to
ten VBS Kids throughout the evening. We need lots of
volunteers and hope that you are able to help. In the
near future, you can register your children thru the
church website’s homepage, or by contacting Dana
Hanson (941-979-9927 or
danahanson@comcast.net). Holly Tozer, our Children’s
Director, is in charge of our VBS.

CHILD & YOUTH PROTECTION CLASSES

The Florida Conference
mandates that all individuals
who are involved with our
children or youth attend an
annual training session. These classes generally run
about an hour and cover such things as how to keep
our children safe, and the types of things of which we
should be aware. This year, GCUMC is offering two
classes:
• Saturday, May 11, 10:00am, #109
• Thursday, May 16, 6:00pm, #114
If you are a volunteer involved with our children or
youth, including those who assist with Vacation Bible
School, please plan to attend ONE of the above
sessions. If you have any questions, please contact our
Children’s Director Holly Tozer or Youth Director
Sarah Taylor.

LEAVING FOR THE SUMMER?

Please put an N (for North) beside your name
on the pew pad the last Sunday you will be
here. You will be missed. However, you can
keep up with what is happening at GCUMC
on our website gulfcovechurch.com and/or
have our Mid-Week News sent to your E-mail
address. Just send your request to
gulfcoveumc@gmail.com
Ladies Lunch Out will be at Ruby
Tuesdays on Sunday, May 12 at
12:30. We will be celebrating
Mother's Day! Please join us!
Contact Sandy Doty at 941-875-4199 or
ssdoty975@yahoo.com.

MEN'S BREAKFAST

Gulf Cove United Methodist Men – join our men’s
group for prayer, fellowship and fun!
We meet the first and third Tuesday each month,
8:00am at Perkins in North Port.

FUNDING GOD’S MINISTRY for March

INCOME & EXPENSES
TOTAL INCOME
OPERATING EXPENSE
EDUCATION/NURTURE
STAFF SUPPORT
APPORTIONMENTS
TOTAL EXPENSES
SURPLUS/DEFICIT
RESERVE FUND
FLOATING ON FAITH

$42,020.79
$8,194.33
$1,305.57
$26,753.64
$4,499.60
$40,753.14
$1,267.65
$26,400.53

YTD
$126,794.29
$28,489.60
$3,361.28
$77,870.24
$13,498.80
$123,219.92
$3,574.37

As a man and his young daughter were boating one day,
their vessel sprang a leak. The father knew he’d have to
swim to shore but couldn’t with the child in tow. She
hadn’t gotten far in swimming lessons but could float on
her back, so he told her to do so and promised to return.
Coast Guard personnel were skeptical that a child could
survive so long in the water. But hours later, as the sun
set and they considered halting the search, someone spied
a red dress amid the waves. The girl, still floating, was
singing a hymn. Astounded, rescuers asked how she held
on so long. “My daddy said he’d come back for me,” she
said, “and he never breaks his promises.”
Prayer rests on just such trust. We can’t know when God
will answer or act, but we know he promises never to
abandon us and that God keeps his promises. So we can
lie back and float — on faith
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Scriptures May 2019
May 5
Lingering Aroma
John 21:1-17
May 12
Shirley Smith
May 19
Love Without Limits
John 13:31-38
May 26
Congregational Care Sunday

5/02
5/05
5/06
5/07
5/08
5/10
5/10
5/12
5/17
5/19
5/21
5/22
5/24
5/25
5/28
5/28
5/30
5/31

Jack Gill
Betsy Mac Donald
Ray Roy
Arlene Garrett
Robin Easterling
Jim Marshall
Don Teague
Debbie Jamison
Bill Baird
Marian Brumley
Joan Priest
Alice Horecki
Carol McGuire
Beth Clarke
Shirley Brown
Barb Carlson
Chris Andrews
Janet Rowe

5/02
5/05
5/06
5/08
5/08
5/10
5/11
5/12
5/18
5/19
5/21
5/23
5/24
5/27
5/28
5/29
5/30
5/31

Carey Waterman
Carla Wilson
Kathy Wohlleb
BJ Saville
Elaye Wong
Barbara Garafolo
Smitty Smith
Jim Brown
Jim Boaz
Dawson Welch
Debi Teune
Frances Leon
Paige Kuhns
John Dorotics
Grace Gray
Lily Crandall
Deaglan Flaherty
Marina Welch

May, 2019

5/06
5/07
5/11
5/15
5/16
5/18
5/20
5/22
5/26
5/26

Bernie & Ginny Torr
Bob & Eva Knorr
Rick & Linda Starck
Jerry & Judy Spurgeon
Steve & Mary Beimer
Dave & Anne Devilbiss
Danny & Dolores Wilson
Dan & Brenda Carter
Jim & Lisa Brown
Bryan & Liza McDaniel

"FOOD FOR THE SOUL"

Please join us on Wednesday nights for
a chance to grow closer to God and
others in our church family. Dinner is
served from 5:30-6:00pm. The weekly
cost is: $4/per Adult; $2.50/per Child under 12;
$12/Family maximum. This month's menu includes:
May 1-Ham & Green beans
May 8-Chicken Alfredo
May 15-Pulled Pork Sandwiches
May 22-Sloppy Joes
May 29-Meatloaf

Reservation deadline is the previous Sunday--you can
list your reservation on the pew attendance pad on
Sunday mornings: Mark “W” & the number of people.
Clean-up is at 6pm, then there are various
activities for ALL ages. Children have Jesus Rocks in
#109/110; Youth, gr. 6-12, meet in P#D; the After
Dinner Group, meets in #102, and Faithful Ladies
meets in #101. At 6:15pm, Genesis Small Group,
another adult Bible Study, meets in #114.
For those who prefer an earlier evening, Pastor Mike
leads a Bible study at 4:30pm in P#A, where they
study the scripture text he will be using for the
following Sunday's sermon. You can join a study
group without having dinner; likewise, eat dinner
without joining a study group. Please make
Wednesday nights a time you spend with your
church family so you can feed your body…and soul!
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Calendar Highlights
May 3

7pm

Fri

Pig Pickin Meeting #103

May 4

9:30am

Sat

Closet of Hope P#C

May 6

8am

Mon

6pm
May 7

8am

Vineland Teacher Breakfast
Dinner Church Meeting #103

Tues

6pm

Men’s Breakfast
At EasE Ministry

May 11

10am

Sat

Child Protection Class #109

May 12

8:30

Sun

Blood Drive

12:30

12pm

May 14

2pm

May 15
May 16

#108
P#D
#108
P#A
#109
#109
#109

Newsletter Deadline
Trustee Meeting #103

Tues

S.M Peer Supervision #102

2:30pm

Wed

Inglenook Visitation

6pm

Thur

Child Protection Class #114

May 18

9:30

Sat

May 20

7pm

Mon

Finance #103

May 21

8am

Tues

Men’s Breakfast

May 28

P#A
#109

Mon

7pm

May 27

Ladies Lunch Out

Sundays
8am Traditional Service
9:30am Contemporary Service
Seekers II Sunday School
Kids’ Church/Sunday School
11am Traditional Service
2-5 Girl Scouts Troop #538 (1st & 3rd))
5-7pm Youth Group
6:30pm Family Bowling
Mondays:
6:30pm Girl Scouts Troop #899 (1st & 3rd))
7pm Boy Scouts
AA Support Group
Tuesdays:
1pm Friend to Friend
7pm Al-Anon

May 13

7pm

Closet of Hope P#C

Monday

Office Closed/Memorial Day

Tuesday

Church Council Meeting

Wednesdays:
12pm Weekly Bulletin Deadline
Mid-Week Boost Bible Study
4:30pm Pastor’s Bible Study
5:30pm Food for the Soul Dinner
6pm Jesus Rocks
Youth Group
After Dinner Group
Faithful Ladies
6pm Praise Team Rehearsal
6:15pm Genesis Adult Bible Study
Thursdays:
8am Grounds Main’t Crew @ Barn
9am Crafty Ladies
1:30pm Journey to the Cross
4:45pm Handbells Rehearsal
6:30pm Choir Rehearsal
6:30pm NA Recovery Meeting

#102
P#A
#109
P#D
#102
#101
Sanctuary
#114
Oak’s Cove
P#A
P#B
P#B
#109

