July, 2019

Dear Church, it's funny how my Facebook and my mailbox (both
email and snail) are becoming inundated with either product to help
me find my past, and programs to "lock in " my future.
Jesus said two things that, when put together, show that he wanted us to live in the present
moment. First, he told us not to worry about tomorrow (Matthew 6:34). That was his way of
saying, “Don’t try to live in the future.” And second, he told us not to put our hand to the plow
and look back (Luke 9:62). That was his way of saying, “Don’t try to live in the past.”
All that’s left is the present moment. It’s the only place where life is. Even our bodies tell us
this. We do not live on yesterday’s heartbeat, nor do we live on the assumption that it will still
be beating tomorrow.
We only live because it is beating right now. That’s why heart attacks are life threatening and
have to be addressed immediately. We cannot live on yesterday’s or tomorrow’s heartbeat. We
have to have a pulse right here. Here-and-now is the location where life exists.
When we apply this to the spiritual life, it is the same. The past gives us memory, and the future
gives us hope. But only the present moment gives us life. And not only is it the location of life,
it is the source of life; that is, the present moment is sufficient.
Here and now we can experience God. Here and now we can understand who we are. Here and
now we can discover what others need and how we can help them. Right here. Right now. It is
enough.
The past and the future drain energy from us, Jesus said. The future makes us troubled. The past
makes us nostalgic. The present concentrates energy in the here-and-now, and like a laser beam
it is energy that ignites us rather than depletes us.
This is one reason why the mystics used the image of fire to describe abundant living. It is in
the present moment where we live, move, and have our being. It is where the “i am” of our life
meets the “I AM” of God. Fire!
Let us live in the Fire of “I AM”
Blessings,
Pastor Mike
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FYII: For Your Information & Interest
Ladies Lunch Out will be at Ruby
Tuesday's on Sunday, July 14, at
12:30. Please join us! Contact
Sandy Doty at 941- 875-4199 or
ssdoty975@yahoo.com

Scriptures July 2019

7/7
I Wonder Why My Prayers Go
Unanswered?
Luke 11:1-13
7/14
Pastor Shirley
Are We Truly the Church
Gen. 45: 1-9

FUNDING GOD’S MINISTY for May
TOTAL INCOME
$36,010.44 $163,054.73
OPERATING EXPENSE
EDUCATION/NURTURE
APPORTIONMENTS
STAFF SUPPORT
TOTAL EXPENSES
SURPLUS/DEFICIT
Reserve Fund Bal.

VBS SUCCESS!!

$7,126.51
$1,123.15
$4,499.60
$27,021.84
$39,771.10
($3,760.66)

7/21
I Wonder about the Miracles in the
Bible
John 2:1-11

$35,616.11
$4,484.43
$17,998.40
$104,892.08
$162,991.02
$63.71
$27,045.53

This year’s Vacation Bible
School was a huge success! Kids learned how to
Power Up for God by Raising Their Game! They
learned about how God called Abram, the life of the
young King Josiah, Jesus’ baptism, Pentecost, and
the Fruit of the Spirit. Fun and excitement were had
by everyone – adults & kids alike! We had an
average of close to 50 children and 41 volunteers
each evening. Meals were served to VBS kids, their
siblings, their parents, and our volunteers, with up to
130 people eating each evening. A special Thank
You to all our volunteers who made VBS week a
success! ~~~ Holly Tozer

7/28
I Wonder about the End of the World
Mark 13:32-37

7/07
7/10
7/13
7/13
7/16
7/17
7/20
7/22
7/23
7/26
7/27

July Birthdays

Liza McDaniel
Ginny Kolbe
Gwen Miller
Bill Egan
Diane Brown
Dawn Tesauro
Norm Sanford
Will Schmidt
Dave Keith
Ferrell Adkison
Anna Egan
7/01
7/07
7/07
7/07
7/07
7/08
7/15
7/15
7/17
7/18
7/18
7/19
7/20
7/22
7/23
7/29
7/29
7/31

7/09
7/11
7/13
7/14
7/17
7/19
7/20
7/22
7/25
7/26
7/27

Dolores Wilson
Cathy Rohrbaugh
Irv Hopkins
Tom Case
Craig Baumgartner
Mary Hilton
Jim Inman
WallyWhitford
NancyMikilia
Dale Martin
Meredith Welch

July Anniversaries

Joe & Pat Hitchcock
Ken & Joan Priest
Roger & Kim Thomas
David & Anna Welch
Rick & Barb Carlson
Ron & Pat Meyer
Tim &Wilma Marsh
Wayne & Kelly Sexton
Irv & Jo Ann Hopkins
Don & Thelma Zartman
Mike & Terry Thonnerieux
Bill & Doraleigh Egan
Roy & Darlene Norell
Dennis & Jennifer Guzik
Joel & MindyWilson
Dave & Jan Horthrop
Fred & Judy Boyer
Bud & Joyce Hammond
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"FOOD FOR THE SOUL"
During July, Faithful Ladies, Jesus
Rocks and the YOUTH will have events
on Wednesday nights. Dinners will not
be serverd during the month.
ENGLEWOOD HELPING HAND

Every seventh week during the year, our
church provides assistance to Englewood
Helping Hand, located on the grounds of
the Englewood United Methodist
Church. Volunteers help on Monday through Thursday
from 9:30am to 2:30pm by putting donations on the
shelves and filling food bags. It is Gulf Cove UMC’s
turn to provide volunteers on August 5 to August 8. If
you are able to help one day, please sign up on the sheet
posted on the Volunteer bulletin board in the Education
Wing or contact Kim Bruemleve at 260-580-1307
or kimbruemleve@yahoo.com. You can also check the
weekly bulletins for items that are needed. Nonperishable food items can be put into the EHH bins
located in the narthex and in the Education
Wing. Thank you!

A GUIDE FOR GIVING

I do not believe one can settle how much we ought to
give. I am afraid the only safe rule is to give more than
we can spare. In other words, if our expenditure on
comforts, luxuries, amusements, etc. is up to the
standard common among those with the same income as
our own, we are probably giving away too little. If our
charities do not at all pinch or hamper us, I should say
they are too small. There ought to be things we should
like to do and cannot do because our charitable
expenditures exclude them.
—C.S. Lewis

July, 2019
CHRISTMAS IN JULY

Whew! Hard to believe that it is
the middle of 2019. Have you
made your Christmas plans yet,
who’s coming to dinner? Have
you started shopping? Are you
someone who watches for sales all year long and has
your shopping done by December 1?
Well, when you are working with Team Cuba, you need
to start early to beat all the red tape. No, we don’t mean
red decorative wrapping tape, we mean the old fashioned
“get in your way red tape”.
Last year our sister churches in Cuba continued their new
tradition. Out of their meager funds, they prepared a
Christmas Dinner for single mothers, widows and elderly
in their villages. This was a meal that would not have
been possible without the miracles going on in the
church. Can you imagine a special Christmas dinner
when even clean drinking water is your daily
challenge? Both pastors report that this outreach brought
joy to the people and the people to the church. The Lord
is at work.
For our Christmas in July, we are asking for donations by
7/31/19 to help our two sister churches continue this
wonderful celebration and outreach. We hope you will
share a few dollars and many Christmas prayers. It will
take us time to get the funds to them, so we need to start
our donations for Christmas dinner now. Thank you in
advance for your gifts and prayers.
You can place your donations in the Team Cuba box in
front of the Christmas trees, or put them in the offertory
plate. Please mark the memo “Cuba Christmas”.
If you have any questions, please contact John & Carol
McGuire jmcguire@centurylink.net

GOD IS EVERYWHERE
We are living in a world
that is absolutely
transparent, and God is
shining through it all the
time. This is not just a fable
or a nice story. It is true. If we abandon ourselves to God and
forget ourselves, we see it sometimes, and we see it maybe
frequently. God shows himself everywhere, in everything —
in people and in things and in nature and in events. It
becomes very obvious that God is everywhere and in
everything and we cannot be without him. It’s impossible.
The only thing is that we don’t see it.
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Calendar Highlights
July 1

4pm

Mon

6:30pm
July 2

8am

July 4

Congregational Care

July 14

8:30pm

Suny

Blood Drive

12:30pm

Sun

Ladies’ Day Out

July 15

12pm

Mon

Newsletter Deadline

Courage Over Cancer
Tues

UM Men’s Breakfast

7pm

Finance #103

Thurs

Office Closed

July 6

9:30am

Satur

Closet of Hope #C

July 17

2:30pm

Wed

July 8

7pm

Mond

Trustee Meeting #103

July 20

9:30-12pm

Sat

July 9

2pm

Tues

SM Peer Group #103

Sundays
8am Traditional Service
9:30am Contemporary Service
Seekers II Sunday School
Kids’ Church/Sunday School
11am Traditional Service
5-7pm Youth Group
6:15pm Family Bowling
Mondays:
7pm Boy Scouts
AA Support Group
Tuesdays:
9am Youth Breakfast Brunch
1pm Friend to Friend
7pm Al-Anon

#A
#109
#D
#A
#109
#109
#109

Inglenook Visitation
Closet of Hope #C

Wednesdays:
2pm Weekly Bulletin Deadline
Mid-Week Boost Bible Study
4:30pm Pastor’s Bible Study
6pm Jesus Rocks
Youth Group
Faithful Ladies
6pm Praise Team Rehearsal
Thursdays:
8am Grounds Main’t Crew @ Barn
9am Crafty Ladies
6:30pm NA Recovery Meeting

#102
#109
#109
#D
#101
Sanctuary
Oak’s Cove
#109

