August, 2019

As you’ve probably heard by now, July 20 marked the 50th anniversary of the
Apollo 11 Moon landing in 1969. It’s now been fifty years since Neil Armstrong
and Buzz Aldrin became the first humans to land and walk on the Moon’s surface. What you may not know is that,
before Armstrong took his famous “one small step,” Buzz Aldrin commemorated the event by receiving
communion inside the lunar landing module. That’s right—the sacrament of holy communion has been celebrated
on the Moon, the only surface other than Earth where humans have visited.
It occurred during a planned period of rest between the landing and the astronauts’ exit to walk on the lunar
surface. After consulting his pastor, he determined that communion would be appropriate to give thanks to God
and mark the solemnity and significance of the event. So Aldrin took with him a small wafer and some wine in a
sealed bag, and after they landed he received the elements, silently read a brief Bible passage, and offered a
private prayer.
Aldrin had some reservations about the celebration. He was conscious of the fact that communion is a Christian
sacrament, and that he and Neil Armstrong were walking on the Moon as representatives of all humankind, not
just those of the Christian tradition. He deliberately chose not to call attention to it during the broadcast from the
Moon’s surface, instead offering words of invitation for people to pause, contemplate the significance of the lunar
landing, and give thanks in their own way. It seems clear that he wanted to be inclusive, yet also wanted to
commemorate the event himself in a meaningful, authentic way within his own faith tradition. And so he chose
communion.
There’s something beautiful about Aldrin’s description of communion, which includes the detail that the wine
swirled a bit and took a while to settle in the Moon’s gravity, which is one-sixth that of Earth. Even in a place where
the physical laws feel different, God’s grace is there. God is there.
It’s especially remarkable that the sacrament of holy communion has been received on the Moon given that only
24 people have traveled to the Moon and only half that number actually walked on its surface. A central ritual of
the Christian faith has been observed on extraterrestrial ground, by one of the very first people to set foot on that
ground. For people of faith in Christ, this is surely an affirmation of that which we already know: God’s grace and
the power of the Holy Spirit are ever-present and everywhere-present. The communion of the saints, which
extends backward and forward in time beyond the present moment, likewise extends in space as far as humans
have traveled. We can travel and explore in trust and confidence that we can never outrun God’s grace.
Aldrin’s taking communion also signifies to me the essential human longing for the kind of connection that this
sacrament and the other means of grace bring about. We yearn to be a part of something bigger than ourselves;
we want the feeling that we are caught up in a story that began before we arrived and will continue long after
we’re gone, and that we nevertheless make a meaningful contribution to it. Aldrin was on the leading edge of the
most significant human accomplishment of his time, perhaps of all time. And yet as important as that event was,
Aldrin felt the need to commemorate it with a ritual that reached back into the richness of human religion and
history. Perhaps he recognized that even a “giant leap for mankind” is not capable of endowing itself with
significance, but must connect with a larger narrative of where we’ve come from and what our purpose is in the
universe. (Continued on the next page)
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FYII: For Your Information & Interest

A Christian person will recognize this impulse as the
longing for God, the very thing Augustine expressed
when he wrote that “our hearts are restless until they
rest in you.” The sacrament of communion and the other
means of God’s grace meet that human yearning with
God’s very presence. As Aldrin’s communion on the
Moon demonstrates so clearly, God’s presence is
available to us through the means of grace unbounded by
space or time. Likewise, the tie that binds Christian
community together is big and strong enough to
encompass even those who are very far away, literally on
a different world.
This year finds us not only the celebrating the
50th anniversary of the first humans landing on the
Moon, but also turning our attention to the Moon once
more as an object of exploration and discovery. NASA has
once again set its sights on the Moon as a stepping-stone
to further exploration, including landing humans on
Mars. The efforts of private companies and other nations
are stimulating a new, 21st-century space race toward
these goals and others.
As Christian people look to the stars, wondering what
these things can and should mean for our faith, perhaps
the celebration of communion on the Moon can inspire
us to support ongoing exploration and discovery, giving
us confidence that wherever we may go, God’s grace has
already gone before us.
Blessings to the moon and beyond,
Mike

Scriptures Aug. 2019

8/4
Wonder why bad things happen to good eople
Romans 8:28-29
8/11
I wonder about God’s will for my life
Romans 12:1-3
8/18
Lost Luggage
Hebrews 12:1-3
8/25
Taking candy from strangers
Luke 13:10-17

WELCOME JOE

Please welcome the
Pariseau’s to our church
family. Joe Pariseau
accepted the position of
Contemporary
Worship Leader for
the 9:30 a.m.
service. Joe has a heart
for Jesus and he
considers music “his”
language. In Joe’s 25+
year music career, he has
served
as the Music Director and
Worship Leader at the Cleveland United Methodist
Church and Cornerstone Baptist Church. He also
performs with the Gulf Coast Symphony. Joe teaches,
sings and plays the guitar, ukulele, piano and a few
others.
Joe and his wife Amy have two daughters. Adeline is 6
and Anelise is 3. They live in Venice, Florida.

FUNDING GOD’S MINISTY for June
GULF COVE UMC INCOME & EXPENSES
TOTAL INCOME
OPERATING EXPENSE
EDUCATION/NURTURE
APPORTIONMENTS
STAFF SUPPORT
TOTAL EXPENSES
SURPLUS/DEFICIT
TOTAL INCOME
OPERATING EXPENSE
EDUCATION/NURTURE
APPORTIONMENTS
STAFF SUPPORT
TOTAL EXPENSES
SURPLUS/DEFICIT
Reserve Fund

$34,824.00
$8,379.34
$851.45
$4,499.60
$24,509.03
$38,239.42
($3,415.42)
With Reserve Funds

$38,824.00
$8,379.34
$851.45
$4,499.60
$24,509.03
$38,239.42
$584.58
$24,745.23

YTD
$235,064.55
$43,995.45
$5,335.88
$22,498.00
$129,401.11
$201,230.44
$33,834.11
$239,064.55
$43,995.45
$5,335.88
$22,498.00
$129,401.11
$201,230.44
$37,834.11
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"FOOD FOR THE SOUL"

8/01
8/03
8/05
8/06
8/07
8/12
8/12
8/13
8/14
8/15
8/16
8/17
8/19
8/20
8/23
8/25
8/26
8/27
8/27
8/28
8/29
8/30
8/31

Helen Unglaub
Sean Priest
Joyce Heacock
Maddison Welch
John McGuire
Duane Hartline
Roger Thomas
Maryanne Leach
Linda Benz
Ernie Ovitz
Sam Walters
Zak Alvarez
Gene Saville
Loretta Barche
Joanie Troia
Shirley Peterson
Chas Camp
Bill Perry
Charlie Hilton
Noah Egan
Mary Sue Felumlee
Susan Mohaghegh
Denny Howell

8/05
8/12
8/14
8/16
8/17
8/18
8/19
8/20
8/21
8/22
8/24
8/25
8/26
8/26
8/27
8/27
8/27
8/31
8/31

8/03
8/04
8/05
8/07
8/08
8/12
8/13
8/13
8/14
8/16
8/17
8/18
8/20
8/22
8/25
8/25
8/26
8/27
8/28
8/29
8/30
8/30

Cindy Rowland
Pat Marchert
Joe Hitchcock
Ralph Calladine
Judi Corns
Bill Blount
Rose Thompson
Linda Morrow
Barb Vanderford
Jerry Andrews
Ula Christopher
Linda Coffey
Judy Spurgeon
Ron Basso
Lorraine Fitzpatrick
Jacob Batsel
Becky Walters
Dave Cosgray
Donna Basso
Barbara Cox
Sue Falzone
Ron Meyer

Dave & Linda Cosgray
Richard & Bonnie Jacoby
Tom & Connie Shatzer
Dave & Beverly Fonder
Wayne & Stella Derflinger
Jim & Jill Boaz
Bill & Jana Blount
Russ & Sandy Palmer
Mike & Kelly Weaver
Rick &Wanda Huggins
Jim & Gerrie McGee
Ron & PennyWolfe
Craig & Renee Baumgartner
Doug & Judi Corns
Steve & Barb Jacobs
Jack & Lynne Gill
Bill & Julie Perry
Phill & Ginny Kolbe
Bill & Linda Kennedy
Ladies Lunch Out will be at Ruby
Tuesdays on Sunday, Aug. 11 at
12:30. Please join us! Contact Sandy
Doty at 941- 875-4199 or
ssdoty975@yahoo.com

Please join us on Wednesday
nights for a chance to grow closer to
God and others in our church
family. Dinner is served from 5:30-

6:00pm. The weekly cost is: $4/per Adult;

$2.50/per Child under 12; $12/Family
maximum. This month's menu includes
Aug. 7-Chicken salad with Chips
Aug. 14-Spaghetti
Aug. 21-Ham & Bean Soup
Aug. 28-Shepards Pie

Reservation deadline is the previous Sunday--you can list
your reservation on the pew attendance pad on Sunday
mornings: Mark “Food” & the number of people.
Clean-up is at 6pm, then there are various
activities for ALL ages. Children have Jesus Rocks in
#109/110; Youth, gr. 6-12, meet in #D, After Dinner
Group, meets in #102, and a Women’s Bible study
“Faithful Ladies” meets in #101. At 6:15pm, Genesis
Small Group, another adult Bible Study, meets in #114.
For those who prefer an earlier evening, Pastor Mike
leads a Bible study at 4:30pm in #109/110 where they
study the scripture text he will be using for the following
Sunday's sermon. You can join a study group without
having dinner; likewise, eat dinner without joining a
study group. Please make Wednesday nights a time you
spend with your church family so you can feed your
body…and soul!

CUBA TRIP OCT. 14-21

{Joan Priest is looking for a travel companion for this
trip.} Seven spaces are available on first come basis. Trip
cost is $1,960. Return the linked Cuba Trip Application
with a $300 (for visa & processing fee) non-refundable
deposit to reserve your space. Visit your sister church
and see the real Cuba. Www.ChristForCuba.com. Direct
questions to John & Carol McGuire, the church office, or
Dan Christopherson at 941-468-7209.

DISCIPLE I CLASSES

Pastor Becky Stephenson will be leading these sessions
for 34 weeks, from 2-4pm on Wednesdays, starting
August 21. There are still openings, but space is limited
to the first 16 people to register. Cost is $35 per person;
register with the office. Pastor Becky asks that each
participant have "The New Oxford Annotated Bible:
New Revised Standard Version with the Apocrypha." It
is available from several locations, including from the
www.ChristianBook.com website.
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Calendar Highlights
Aug 3

9:30am

Sat

Closet of Home #C

Aug 4

10:30

Sun

Welcome Reception for Joe Pariseau

Aug 6

8am

Tues

GCUM Men's Breakfast
At Ease, Veterans Ministry

6pm

Tues

Aug 10

1pm

Sat

Isabella Williams Mem. Service

Aug 11

12:30pm

Sun

Ladies Lunch Out

4-5pm
Aug 12

Meeting for Youth Parents
Mon

12pm

Newsletter Deadline

7pm
Aug 17

9:30am

Aug 19
Aug 21

Charlotte Schools Start
Trustee Meeting #103

Sat

Closet of Hope #C

7pm

Mon

Finance Meeting #103

2pm

Thurs

2:30pm
Sundays
8am Traditional Service
9:30am Contemporary Service
Seekers II Sunday School
Kids’ Church/Sunday School
11am Traditional Service
5-7pm Youth Group
6:15pm Family Bowling
Mondays:
7pm Boy Scouts
AA Support Group
Tuesdays:
1pm Friend to Friend
7pm Al-Anon

Discipleship I #101
Inglenook Visitatin

#A
#109
#D
#A
#109
#109
#109

Wednesdays:
2pm Weekly Bulletin Deadline
Mid-Week Boost Bible Study
4:30pm Pastor’s Bible Study
5:30pm Food for the Soul Dinner
6pm Jesus Rocks
Youth Group
After Dinner Group
Faithful Ladies
6pm Praise Team Rehearsal
6:15pm Genesis Adult Bible Study
Thursdays:
8am Grounds Main’t Crew @ Barn
9am Crafty Ladies
4pm Daisy Girl Scouts
6:30pm NA Recovery Meeting

#102
#109
#109
#D
#102
#101
Sanctuary
#114
Oak’s Cove
#108
#109
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