September, 2019
Flames were leaping from the windows, spilling out the front door, and ripping
through the roof. Typical of shotgun houses, this one had been built entirely of wood.
Decades of sun and weather had stripped the exterior walls of their paint, leaving the wood to slowly deteriorate. The
porch sagged in the middle. Neither the roof nor the windows offered much of a barrier to the elements. Before the fire,
you might have taken it for an abandoned building.
No wonder this house—like many of the others in this neighborhood—was a tinderbox. It took only the tiniest spark to
ignite a withering blaze. A family had slept in these bedrooms, shared meals at the kitchen table, and passed evenings
chatting on the porch and playing in the scrubby yard,. it was an inferno. The outer frame of the building still stood, but
the inside of the house was a tumble of burning debris.
Firefighters no longer sought to save the house. They focused on preventing the blaze from spreading to the
surrounding properties. Neighbors stood silently with that suddenly-homeless family as the fire consumed all that
remained of their former lives. Fire can be savagely destructive, utterly indifferent to the misery and chaos that it leaves
as its aftermath.
So, you might not hear these words as especially Jesus-y: “I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were
already kindled!” (Luke 12:49) Take a poll. Not many people would identify Jesus as the burn-it-all-down kind of guy.
Nevertheless, Jesus was moved by the poor and the hungry, the homeless and the ill-clothed. Had he staffed an
outreach center to help with utility bills or opened a food pantry or built a homeless shelter in a sketchy part of town,
people would have applauded him or benignly ignored him.
But, no, he wasn’t content with temporarily reducing the suffering of a few individuals. He asked the sort of question
that makes people nervous. Even angry. “Why are there so many hungry people? So many homeless people? So many
untreated sick people?”
Instead of blaming the poor for being poor and the homeless for being homeless, Jesus came to believe that we have
organized the world the wrong way, in a way contrary to God’s own dream for us. We can—and God repeatedly teaches
us that we must—work toward a world in which everyone has enough. Enough food, shelter, education, and healthcare.
Let’s face it, Jesus learned about this sort of thing pretty early. His mother was a force to be dealt with. Even before
Jesus was born, Mary was saying stuff like this about what God would be doing in and through her boy: He has brought
down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the
rich away empty. (Luke 1:52-53)
Once Jesus could speak for himself, he said, “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.” (Luke
6:20) And later in the same sermon, he said, “Woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation. Woe to
you who are full now, for you will be hungry.” (Luke 6:24-25)
In other words, “Some are last who will be first, and some are first who will be last.” (Luke 13:30) Jesus has come to
change the deep logic of the world. And only love will change that logic. Love is the fire that Jesus has come to bring to
the earth. Love will burn away the kind of thinking that drives wedges between us.
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FYII: For Your Information & Interest

You see, some people grow anxious when they hear talk
about changing the world to ensure everyone’s well-being.
Curiously, they seem never to attribute that sort of talk to
Jesus, even though he preached and taught about it at
length. So they assume that a political rival wants to make
sure that those other people have enough by taking
something away from them.

They worry that, if those other people get enough to eat,
then they can’t dine in the way that they prefer. When those
other people get a roof over their head, then they won’t be
able to afford the sort of house that they want. Health care
coverage for those other people will cost them their
preferred insurance. In other words, somebody is out to
burn it all down. this dualistic thinking. Dualistic thinking
asks, “What’s in it for me?” The Other is a competitor or a
rival with whom I compare myself. If they get ahead, I fall
behind.
As it turns out, Jesus does want to burn something down. He
wants to burn down dualistic thinking and replace it with
love. He taught us to love our neighbor as ourselves, to stop
seeing others as competitors and recognize them as an
integral part of our own lives. Our own well-being cannot be
separated from our neighbor’s.
With Fish and Loaves,
Mike!

2020 ARTS & CRAFTS SHOW

You may have heard, we are planning our fund-raising
weekend February 21 & 22, 2020! There
will be the return of our popular Arts & Crafts Show
(outside only) Friday and Saturday. Inside will be
our annual Pig Pickin’ barbeque on Friday and the
annual Boy Scout Troop 776-sponsored
breakfast/brunch on Saturday. I could use your help in
contacting local crafters for the Arts & Crafts
Show! As you browse through local Shows and
Festivals, please pick up business cards from some of
the Crafters/Vendors who may catch your interest.
Contact me with their info at 941-276-7281 or
bgarafolo@embarqmail.com. Or turn the cards into our
church office and they will place them in my
mailbox. THANKS for your help!!
Barbara Garafolo, Vendor Coordinator
Gulf Cove UMC Arts & Crafts Show 2020

Scriptures for Sept. 2019
Sept 1
Radiate Love
Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16
Sept 8
That's What Jesus Does for Me
Psalm 139:7-12
Sept 15
Getting Ourselves Off Our Hands
Philippians 3:12-4:1
Sept 22
Getting Our Lives Out Of Hock
Psalm 105:1-45
Sept 29
Getting to Know We are Special
Psalm 81:1-16
WELCOME TO THE HUGHES FAMILY

Welcome to Derek,
Sherry, Camryn, and
Emilee Hughes. Derek is
Gulf Cove’s new Lead
AV technician. He’s a
graduate of Full Sail
University in Audio
Production, with a work
background as an Audio
Engineer. Sherry, his
wife, works outside the
home and they both are
parents to: Camryn, 7, and Emilee, 4 years old. They
live in Pt Charlotte. Sherry has already joined the
Praise Team and the kids are enjoying Jesus Rocks.
We are blessed they are joining our family and hope
each of you take the opportunity to get to know them.

THANK YOU TO ZAK ALVAREZ!

Join us September 8, in thanking Zak for his 3+ years as
Lead AV Technician and volunteering prior to that. We
will be celebrating his dedicated service to Gulf Cove
with a reception in #103 between 10:30 and 11:00 on
Sunday, September 8. Zak is currently pursuing a
management track with Publix. We pray he will find
challenge and fulfillment in this career. Thanks to Zak
for all his participation here and may God bless this
new adventure
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FUNDING GOD’S MINISTY for Jul
TOTAL INCOME
OPERATING EXPENSE
EDUCATION/NURTURE
APPORTIONMENTS
STAFF SUPPORT
TOTAL EXPENSES
SURPLUS/DEFICIT
With Reserve Fund
TOTAL INCOME
OPERATING EXPENSE
EDUCATION/NURTURE
APPORTIONMENTS
STAFF SUPPORT
TOTAL EXPENSES
SURPLUS/DEFICIT

$25,062.63
$9,836.70
$810.73
$0.00
$24,454.00
$35,101.43
($10,038.80)

$260,127.18
$63,889.82
$7,888.68
$26,997.60
$176,546.02
$275,322.12
($15,194.94)

$28,062.63
$9,836.70
$810.73
$0.00
$24,454.00
$35,101.43
($7,038.80)

$267,127.18
$63,889.82
$7,888.68
$26,997.60
$176,546.02
$275,322.12
($8,194.94)

CHURCH FAMILY BOWLING

Join us each Sunday night at
6:15pm at Treasure Lanes in
Port Charlotte for a fun
evening of bowling and
fellowship! Cost is $3/game,
plus shoe rental. No
reservations are necessary, and all ages are welcome to
participate.

September, 2019
For those who prefer an earlier evening, Pastor Mike
leads a Bible study at 4:30pm in the Sanctuary where they
study the scripture text he will be using for the following
Sunday's sermon.
You can join a study group without having dinner;
likewise eat dinner without joining a study group. Please
make Wednesday nights a time you spend with your
church family so you can feed your body…and soul!

9/01
9/03
9/05
9/07
9/08
9/09
9/10
9/13
9/15
9/18
9/20
9/21
9/23
9/24
9/26
9/30

Gail Borden
Dee Campbell
Rick Starck
Norma Smith
Harold Grafe
Wayne Derflinger
Paul Gebauer
Becky Stephenson
Janelle Spurgeon
Jan Weidenaar
Joanie Marshall
Jackie Miller
Tim Orchard
Gretchen Leppla
Joseph Coffey
Jeff Carlson

9/02
9/04
9/06
9/07
9/08
9/09
9/12
9/13
9/17
9/18
9/20
9/21
9/23
9/24
9/27
9/30

Jimmy Spurgeon
DannyWilson
Thelma Zartman
Carole Satterfield
Russ Palmer
Crystal Barche
Cathy Hobby
Karen Current
Nancy Steneck
Gary Jamison
Karlie Weaver
Don Grein
John Rowland
Stella Derflinger
Shane Crandall
Erin Kuhns

"FOOD FOR THE SOUL"

Please join us on Wednesday
nights for a chance to grow closer to
God and others in our church
family. Dinner is served from 5:306:00pm. The weekly cost is: $4/per
Adult; $2.50/per Child under 12; $12/Family
maximum. This month's menu includes
Sept. 4- Sloppy Joes
Sept. 11- Chicken & Rice
Sept. 18-Meatloaf
Sept 25-Roast Pork
Reservation deadline is the previous Sunday--you
can list your reservation on the pew attendance pad
on Sunday mornings: Mark “Food” & the number of
people.
Clean-up is at 6pm, then there are various
activities for ALL ages. Children have Jesus Rocks in
#109/110; Youth, gr. 6-12, meet in #D, the After Dinner
Group, meets in #102, and a Women’s Bible study
“Faithful Ladies” meets in #101 At 6:15pm, Genesis Small
Group, another adult Bible Study, meets in #114.

9/01
9/06
9/07
9/08
9/08
9/10
9/14
9/17
9/20
9/28
9/30

Walt & Sandra Stull
David & Jean Pepper
Brian & Sue Payne
Tex & Gail Borden
Gene & BJ Saville
Don & Carol Teague
Keith & Nettie Russell
Chuck & Kathy Mortenson
Mike & Patricia MacKenzie
Jerry & Viv Andrews
John & Carol McGuire
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Calendar Highlights
Sept 2
Sept 3

8am

Mon

Office Closed Labor Day

Tues

GCUM Mens Breakfast

6pm

At Ease Veterans

Sept 7

9:30am

Sat

Closet of Hope #C

Sept 8

12pm

Sun

Ladies Lunch Out

Sept 9

12pm

Mon

Newsletter Deadline

7pm
Sept 14

1pm

Sat

Holly’s Baby Shower

Sept 15

8:30am

Sun

Blood Mobile

Sept 16

7pm

Mon

Finance Meeting #103

Sept 18

2:30pm

Wed

Inglenook Visitation

Sept 19

1pm

Thur

BB/BS Mentors Training

Sept 21

9:30am

Sept 24

7pm

Mon

Church Council #103

Sept 25

8:30am

Wed

See You At the Pole

Sundays
8am Traditional Service
9:30am Contemporary Service
Seekers II Sunday School
Kids’ Church/Sunday School
11am Traditional Service
5-7pm Youth Group
6:15pm Family Bowling
Mondays:
7pm Boy Scouts
AA Support Group
Tuesdays:
1pm Friend to Friend
7pm Al-Anon
Wednesdays:

Trustee Meeting #103

#A
#109
#D
#A
#109
#109
#109

Sat

Closet of Hope #C

12pm Weekly Bulletin Deadline
Mid-Week Boost Bible Study
2pm Disciple I Class
4:30pm Pastor’s Bible Study
6pm Jesus Rocks
Youth Group
After Dinner Group
Faithful Ladies
Praise Team Rehearsal
6:15pm Genesis Group
Thursdays:
8am Grounds Main’t Crew @ Barn
9am Crafty Ladies
4pm Daisy Troop
6:30pm NA Recovery Meeting

#102
#101
Sanctuary
#109
#D
#102
#101
Sanctuary
#114
Oak’s Cove
#108
#109

