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THE METEOROLOGIST IS GETTING BETTER
The old adage “You can’t trust the weatherman” was once an accurate statement. In the past, forecasts
more than a day or so out were mostly guesses based on seasonal averages. But according to research
cited in a 2019 article in the journal Science, “A modern five-day forecast is as accurate as a one-day
forecast was in 1980. Useful forecasts now reach nine to 10 days into the future.” Today,
meteorologists are more equipped to offer us useful and accurate information about the future effects
of atmospheric patterns on temperatures, rainfall, and extreme weather events.
These improvements in forecasts have come about due to technological improvements and the hard
work of meteorologists, mathematicians, and modelers. Satellites offer more and better data about the
current conditions of the atmosphere than ever before, and modern computers now have enormous
capacity to take in all of this data, run it through extremely complex models, and synthesize the two
for more accuracy and sophistication. Today, meteorologists can even tell us whether their forecasts
are more or less certain by running multiple models of a particular weather system to see whether the
different models agree or diverge in their predictions.
As weather forecasts become more accurate, they also become more valuable to society — from your
own decision about what shoes to wear to a corporation’s decision about whether to invest in energy
or agriculture. Access to weather data and predictions has traditionally been publicly available from
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration in the United States but could become a
valuable commodity if it were privatized or restricted as some have lobbied for.
Despite these improvements in technology and modeling, the weather remains an incredibly complex
and chaotic phenomenon. It depends on the interactions between thousands of variables in many
interlocking systems. Despite our best efforts, our weather-related future will always remain
somewhat uncertain.
What’s a 40% chance of rain?
As forecasts become more reliable, it may be even more important to recognize the limitations of
scientific predictions — and the average person’s ability to understand them — to avoid a false sense
of security or control. For instance, what exactly does it mean to say there’s a “40% chance of rain”?
The answer’s a little bit more complex than you might think. In this instance, it’s a measure of the
likelihood that rain will occur somewhere in a given area multiplied by the percentage of the area
expected to receive rain. Our ability to understand and process this abstract information determines
how we respond.
For a more significant example, consider tornadoes. After a series of well-predicted but still-deadly
tornadoes, the National Weather Service began working with psychologists and sociologists to
improve its communication with the public. By interviewing disaster survivors, they learned that the
accuracy of the forecast was a less important factor in people’s decisions about how to act in an
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emergency than their preconceived ideas about
how the weather in their area behaved or their
individual responses to a traumatic situation.

For instance, learning that a tornado was bearing
down upon their house might cause an
overconfident person — even one who’s been told
that tornadoes can travel at incredible speeds — to
go outside to see the tornado. Likewise, people
often assume that certain phenomena cannot occur
in certain places simply because it hasn’t
happened before. At a certain point, it didn’t
matter if the forecast was right; it mattered
whether the people who got the information
believed a disaster could happen to them.
Additionally, while short-term predictions have
grown more accurate, long-term predictions about
climate and weather patterns are becoming more
uncertain due to the effects of climate change.
Established patterns are being disrupted, making
the behavior of these variables more uncertain. For
example, scientists know a lot about hurricanes but
still have been surprised by many of the large,
powerful hurricanes that have formed in recent
years.
Who’s in control?
The weather has always been a source of awe for
people. As Christians, we recognize the intricate
systems of our planet as God’s handiwork and
give thanks for beautiful snowy mornings and
perfect summer days. But does the ability to
predict the weather take away from our sense of
wonder at it?
In a world where technology allows us to control
so much in our lives, it can be easy to forget that
the ability to predict the weather is far from the
ability to control the weather. From farming to
planning a day at the beach, all that humans can
ultimately do about a forecast is try to be prepared
for whatever comes our way.
Whether or not we believe that God acts directly to
affect the weather, we can still recognize that the
planetary systems resulting in our weather are far
bigger and more complex than our sophisticated

technology will ever be. We will always depend on
God’s love and presence to carry us through the
uncertainty of our day-to-day lives and the
immensity of the forces that can affect us.

We’ll also depend on God’s care and guidance as
we learn to deal wisely with the many kinds of
information we take in every day. As the reactions
to severe weather information show, we need clear
communication, wisdom and the discernment of a
community to decide how scientific knowledge
pertains to our actions. In the end, we’re all doing
the best we can with limited resources, including
knowledge. Seeking to understand what science
can tell us and praying for the guidance of the
Holy Spirit are two actions that go hand-in-hand
as we learn to face the future of a rapidly changing
world while resting in the peace of Christ.
Pastor Mike
FALL CHARGE CONFERENCE
To be held, October 13 at 6pm First UMC, 507 W
Marion Ave., Punta Gorda. Our church will be
among 12 other churches. Arrive with an open heart
an open mind. The voting of administrative matters
will be a brief portion of the gathering,
CHARGE CONFERENCE MEMBERSHIP
AUDIT
These are people that have either not been actively
attending or not attended for some time. If you
know of a person that is on this list that has been
actively attending, please let us know so we can
update our records. If you have the information
needed to contact these people, please call the
church office so we can contact them concerning
their membership at Gulf Cove. We have tried
contacting all people on the list, and either they have
not responded or have been unreachable.
Second Year List
First Year List
Bill Baird
Sue Anne Bruzzese
Tracy Costello
Phil Kolbe
Brenda Dalton
Ginny Kolbe
Larry Dalton
Mardy Wilson
Tamara Kibble
Carla Wilson
Jim Nimmer
Caitlin Powers
Justin Raines
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Esther Tendam
TRUNK OR TREAT FALL FESTIVAL
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19
We want to provide a fun, safe
place for children to show off
their costumes. We would love
for all our adults to decorate their
cars/trunks in a non-scary way to
pass out candy. You can even make a game or
something to add a little spice to the evening. Join
us Saturday, October 19, 4 to 6pm! We would like
to plan fun for kids with games, prizes, bounce
house, and much more. We will need your help!
Feel free to make a donation of large bags of candy
or a cash donation. We had a tremendous turnout
last year! All questions can be directed to Holly
Tozer or Pastor Mike. Come join the fun!

CUBA CONNECTION
Can you imagine trying to live on $25 per month and
a bar of soap costs $8? Other necessities are equally
expensive or just not available, like children’s
Tylenol. SUPPLIES FOR CUBA are being collected
to send with Ray and Barbie Dunfee next
month. NEEDED: bar soap, deodorant, feminine
products, over-the-counter medications of all types
(especially children’s vitamins and Tylenol). Please
make certain the expiration date is 12/20 or
later. Items may be placed in the flowered box in the
back of the sanctuary. Should you like to send cash
for immediate needs of our sister church, please
designate that on your giving envelope, or place the
donation in the large wooden box. John McGuire or
Jeanne Shrout can answer any questions.
OUTREACH “UNDIE SUNDAY!”
It's time once again for Undie
Sunday! This clothing drive helps
area families with the most basic of
necessities. As in the past, your
socks and undies will be given to
the Closet of Hope. All you have to do is bring a
package of new socks or underwear to church with
you on Sunday, October 13, and drop them in one of
the boxes by the church entrances. Thank you for
your support of this outreach program.
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This first aid course
will be held on
Saturday, Nov. 9, at
10:00am. Sign-up
sheets are in the
Narthex and
Education Wing. Should you
have any questions, please contact Dave Devilbiss.

THANKSGIVING IS FAST APPROACHING
AND WE NEED YOU!!!
We will need volunteers to help with our traditional
Thanksgiving dinner. There are many volunteers
who come to help. So many in the area plan on
coming here, as they have nowhere else to go, so
please help us continue this service in our
community by volunteering. Keep an eye on
upcoming bulletins with more information coming
next month.

FUNDING GOD’S MINISTRY for Aug.
TOTAL INCOME

$25,708.65

$274,016.23

$7,971.15
$717.36
$4,504.90
$23,601.34
$36,794.75
($11,086.10)

$61,017.12
$6,347.35
$36,039.20
$193,896.40
$297,300.07
($23,283.84)

TOTAL INCOME W/Reserved Funds
$37,708.65

YTD
$292,016.23

OPERATING EXPENSE
EDUCATION/NURTURE
APPORTIONMENTS
STAFF SUPPORT
TOTAL EXPENSES
SURPLUS/DEFICIT
Reserve Fund Bal.

$61,017.12
$6,347.35
$36,039.20
$193,896.40
$297,300.07
($5,283.84)
$16,430.16

OPERATING EXPENSE
EDUCATION/NURTURE
APPORTIONMENTS
STAFF SUPPORT
TOTAL EXPENSES
SURPLUS/DEFICIT

$7,971.15
$717.36
$4,504.90
$23,601.34
$36,794.75
$913.90
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SCRIPTURES FOR OCT, 2019
10/6
Posers, Plastics, Phonies
2 Timothy 1:1-14
10/13
“Washed Up or Wash Up”
2 Kings 5:1-27
10/20
What’s Before Sliced Bread?
Luke 18:1-6
10/27
Thanks, No Thanks
Luke 18: 9-14
"FOOD FOR THE SOUL"
Please join us on Wednesday
nights for a chance to grow closer to
God and others in our church
family. Dinner is served from 5:306:00pm. The weekly cost is $4/per
Adult; $2.50/per Child under 12; $12/Family
maximum. This month's menu includes
Oct. 2-Hamburger Soup
Oct. 9-Chicken Salad
Oct 16-Meatball Sandwich
Oct. 23-Chili
Oct. 30-Ham & Potato Casserole
Reservation deadline is the previous Sunday--you
can list your reservation on the pew attendance
pad on Sunday mornings: Mark “Food” & the
number of people.
Clean-up is at 6pm, then there are various
activities for ALL ages. Children have Jesus Rocks in
#109/110; Youth, gr. 6-12, meet in #D, the After
Dinner Group, meets in #102, and a Women’s Bible
study “Faithful Ladies” meets in #101. At 6:15pm,
Genesis Small Group, another adult Bible Study, meets
in #114.

For those who prefer an earlier evening, Pastor Mike
leads a Bible study at 4:30pm in the Sanctuary where
they study the scripture text he will be using for the
following Sunday's sermon.
You can join a study group without having dinner;
likewise, eat dinner without joining a study
group. Please make Wednesday nights a time you
spend with your church family so you can feed your
body…and soul!
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CHURCH FAMILY BOWLING
Join us each Sunday night at 6:15pm at Treasure
Lanes in Port Charlotte for a fun evening of bowling
and fellowship! Cost is $3/game, plus shoe rental.
No reservations are necessary, and all ages are
welcome to participate.
JUST PLANT IT
As the church year wraps up, many
Bible readings address the end times and
Jesus’ return at an unknown date
(unknown to all but God the Father, that
is). Specific beliefs about the Second
Coming vary throughout Christendom,
but our attitude about that momentous event affects how
we live right now.
Even if I knew that tomorrow the world would go to
pieces,” Martin Luther reportedly said, “I would still plant
my apple tree.” Instead of constantly despairing about this
broken-down world, we can remain determined to serve
God and our neighbors, planting seeds of life and hope in
the process.

LADIES WHO LUNCH

Ladies Lunch Out will be at
Ruby Tuesday's on Sunday,
Oct. 13 at 12:30. Please join us!

MEN'S BREAKFAST
We meet twice a month for fellowship in
the form of devotions, breakfast and
business decisions. Come join us!
8:00 am October 1 & 15 @ Perkins in
North Port.
AW-FALL!

Share some laughs — or groans — with these autumnthemed jokes:
• What did the tree say to autumn? “Leaf me alone!”
• What did one autumn leaf say to another? “I’m falling for
you.”
• How do you fix a broken pumpkin? With a pumpkin patch.
• Why are trees very forgiving? Because in the fall they “let
it go” and in the spring they “turn over a new leaf.”
• How do leaves get from place to place? With autumnmobiles.
•What’s the ratio of a pumpkin’s circumference to its
diameter? Pumpkin pi.
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A PRAYER FOR PEACE
St. Francis of Assisi, an Italian Catholic friar, is
commemorated on October 4. Though it’s unclear whether
this famous “peace prayer” was his, it reflects his gentle
spirit as an ardent Christ-follower:
Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace;
Where there is hatred, let me sow love;
Where there is injury, pardon;
Where there is error, truth;
Where there is doubt, faith;
Where there is despair, hope;
Where there is darkness, light;
And where there is sadness, joy.
O, Divine Master,
Grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to
console;
To be understood as to understand;
To be loved as to love;
For it is in giving that we receive;
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
And it is in dying to ourselves that we are born to eternal
life. Amen.
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10/01
10/02
10/04
10/05
10/06
10/07
10/09
10/11
10/11
10/15
10/15
10/16
10/17
10/17
10/19
10/21
10/22
10/24
10/28
10/31

Bev Trueman
Carolyn Nido
Tim Marsh
Ray Dunfee
Anne Devilbiss
Cecilia Paolo
Blair McVety
Ed Peterson
Diane Nyalka
Joyce Hammond
Wayne Sexton
Jim McGee
Marilyn Calladine
Kelsi Bertheaume
Mike Weaver
Sandy Palmer
Dave Fonder
Marilyn Baker
Toni Samsel
Wilma Marsh

10/01
10/02
10/04
10/07
10/14
10/20
10/20
10/20
10/24
10/24

10/01
10/02
10/05
10/05
10/07
10/09
10/11
10/11
10/14
10/15
10/15
10/16
10/17
10/19
10/21
10/21
10/22
10/25
10/28
10/31

Darlene Norell
Luke McDaniel
Betty Hansell
Luke Wenzel
MindyWilson
Laurie Rakestraw
Bill Weinheimer
Mary Hollenbeck
Wanda Huggins
Sue Jones
Jerry Spurgeon
Colton McVety
Howard Coon
Lu Ann Zink
Bob Rohrbaugh
Ann Reid
Donna Wallace
Joel Wilson
Bern Weidenaar
Terry Thonnerieux

Ray & Ruth Roy
Tim & Debi Orchard
Dave & DeAnna Crandall
Steve & Linda Benz
Steve & Deb Crandall
Ron & Ann Reid
John & Joyce Furtado
Terry & Anita Ten Brink
Ralph & Joan Calisti
Jim & Barb Vanderford

The United Methodist Men
will be having a Barn Sale
on Friday, November 8 and
Saturday, November 9 from
9:00- 3:00pm.
We welcome donations of household goods and
hardware items, etc. Please NO computers, no
mattresses, old TV’s, sofa beds, books or clothing.
The Men are at the barn on Thursday mornings if
you wish to bring items for the sale. If you need
assistance, please contact Tom Eisele @ 941-268-4933.
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Oct 14
Oct 1

8am

Tue

6:00pm
Oct 5

9:30-12pm

Oct 7

4pm

Sat
Mon

6:30pm
Oct 8

2pm

Men’s Breakfast

12pm

Mon

7pm

Newsletter Deadline
Trustee Meeting #103

At Ease Ministry

Oct 15

8am

Tues

Men’s Breakfast

Closet of Hope #C

Oct 16

2:30pm

Wed

Inglenook Visitation

Caring Ministry #114

Oct 19

9:30-12pm

Courage Over Cancer #114

Sat

4-6pm

Closet of Hope #C
Fall Festival/Trunk or Treat

Tues

S.M. Peer Group #102

Oct 21

7pm

Mon

Finance Meeting #103

Sun

Undie Sunday

Oct 22

12pm

Tues

Friend To Friend Lunch

12:30pm

Ladies Who Lunch

Oct 26

10am

Sat

Confirmation Class #D

6pm

Charge Conference

Oct 28

7pm

Mon

Church Council #103

Oct 13

Sundays
8am Traditional Service
9:30am Contemporary Service
Seekers II Sunday School
Kids’ Church/Sunday School
11am Traditional Service
5-7pm Youth Group
6:15pm Family Bowling
Mondays:
7pm Boy Scouts
AA Support Group
Tuesdays:
1pm Friend to Friend
7pm Al-Anon

#A
#109
#D
#A
#109
#109
#109

Wednesdays:
12pm Weekly Bulletin Deadline
Mid-Week Boost Bible Study
2pm Disciple I Class
4:30pm Pastor’s Bible Study
6pm Jesus Rocks
Youth Group
After Dinner Group
Faithful Ladies
Praise Team Rehearsal
6:15pm Genesis Group
Thursdays:
8am Grounds Main’t Crew @ Barn
9am Crafty Ladies
5pm Daisy Troop
6:30pm NA Recovery Meeting
Choir Rehearsal

#102
#101
Sanctuary
#109
#D
#102
#101
Sanctuary
#114
Oak’s Cove
#108
#109
#B

