December, 2019
Anticipation. You may remember the old ketchup commercial where Carly Simon sings the song “Anticipation”
while the ketchup slowly hangs in midair. Anticipation should be a joyful feeling, not the feeling of anxiety and
dread. But the feelings are similar in that whatever we expect, whether good or bad, is often surprising.
One of my favorite jokes illustrates the connection between anticipation and surprise. Back in the wild West, a
stranger stands at a saloon bar. Suddenly a cowboy runs in screaming, “Hey, everybody, Big Bad John is
coming to town.” Several others exclaim: “Big Bad John is the meanest, toughest, biggest outlaw in the West.
Let’s run for it.” Everyone heads for the door except the stranger and the bartender. The bartender says, “Are
you deaf, mister? Big Bad John is coming!” The stranger replies, “I don’t know who he is, but he can’t be all
that big and bad. I’m not afraid.” So the stranger and the bartender wait. Soon the saloon doors fly off their
hinges, and a mountain of a man stomps through the door. Covered with scars and sporting a scowl, he
demands a drink. The bartender meekly complies. The stranger nervously thinks to himself, “Now I wish I had
run away; this guy is the biggest, meanest-looking outlaw I’ve ever seen.” The outlaw downs the drink in one
gulp, slams it down on the bar, then turns and looks the stranger coldly in the eye to announce, “I don’t know
about you, stranger, but I’m gettin’ outta here. I don’t wanna be here when Big Bad John comes in!”
Anticipation is usually followed with surprise! If only we adults could reclaim some of the anticipation and
surprise, the excitement and wonder, of a child’s Christmas . . . or of the very first Christmas. Admittedly, we
know what is coming. We feel no anticipation about the coming of Christ; Christmas for some people is just
another holiday, that same old time of year where we fight our way through stores, unpack our ornaments, and
eat too much.
Consider Jewish history. From the days of Samuel, the event was predicted by the prophets and anticipated by
the people. King David sang about the coming of the Messiah in the Psalms; Isaiah wrote poetry about a
Savior, a Prince of Peace; Jeremiah preached in the streets about the “righteous Branch,” which would “sprout
from David’s line” (Jeremiah 33:15). The Israelites had been waiting centuries for a powerful liberator,
redeemer, and healer. They anticipated—they prepared for—a great sign from God.
That sign came first to Elizabeth and Zechariah. Elizabeth was to be the mother of John the Baptist, who in
turn would prepare the way for Christ. She was a faithful Jew, and she anticipated the coming of a Savior.
Thus, when Zechariah told her she would have a baby—despite that she had been barren for years—she
didn’t doubt him. It was a surprise, and yet it had been anticipated. It was something wondrous and
unexpected, and yet she was prepared. Elizabeth had anticipated something miraculous, just as the prophets
had said.
This is true of the other characters in the Christmas story: Joseph, Mary, Simeon, the shepherds, and the
magi. They all had made preparations, albeit with some angelic prodding, and thus, like Elizabeth and
Zechariah, they were surprised yet prepared. The cast of the first Christmas drama had this in common: they
all had anticipated the unexpected; they had hoped for the miraculous and by faith they had prepared. By the
time John the Baptist cried out, “Prepare the way of the Lord,” it was a family tradition!
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FYII: For Your Information & Interest

We should move toward Christmas with wide eyes and
an open heart, but too many of us face it with dread.
Some folk still view Christmas as a chore—like the
woman who had waited until the last minute to send
Christmas cards. She rushed into a store and hurriedly
bought a package of fifty Christmas cards without
giving them a second look. In a panic to beat the post
office closing, she addressed forty-nine of the fifty and
signed them, never stopping to actually read the
preprinted message inside. On Christmas Day, when
things had quieted down, she chanced upon the
leftover card and finally read the message that she had
sent to forty-nine of her friends. Much to her dismay, it
read: “This card is just to say, a big gift is on the way!”
Suddenly she realized that forty-nine of her friends
were anticipating a big gift from her–a gift that would
never come!
A big gift is indeed on its way to you–the biggest and
best in all human history. The gift of Christ at
Christmas.
…Pastor, Mike Weaver

Poinsettias will be available to order in
honor or memory of loved ones to
decorate the chancel area Christmas
Eve. Inserts will be in the December 1
& 8 bulletins. The deadline is Dec. 9.
Sorry, but no orders will be accepted
after noon on Dec. 9.

A NOTE OF THANKS
FROM THE OFFICE

So many volunteers have
come forward to assist with office tasks during the
past year. With the new year ahead of us, what a
perfect time to say “Thank You” for your help with
bulletins, mailings, proofing, answering the
phones, and all other tasks in the office. We are
looking forward to another great year with you at
GCUMC. You are all greatly appreciated. Dawn
Tesauro and Jeanne Shrout.

CHRISTMAS CAROLING

Wednesday, Dec. 11, 6:00pm. Come, join us for a
great time of visiting our homebound members
and others in the community.

Dec. 11–6:00pm Caroling
Dec. 20–6:30pm Blue Christmas Service

Dec. 24 Worship Times
Christmas Eve Candlelight Services
4:30pm Family Service
8:00pm Traditional Service
11:30pm Communion Service

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES

We will offer 3 worship opportunities on
Tuesday, Dec. 24. At 4:30pm we will have an
informal family service featuring our Praise
Team. Then at 8pm, there will be a
traditional service featuring our Chancel
Choir. Our final service will be at 11:30pm,
which will be shorter, and include Holy
Communion. There will be candlelight at all
3 services, Pastor Mike will provide the
meditation. Please join us for this special
celebration of Christ’s birth.

LADIES WHO LUNCH will be at Ruby

Tuesday's on Sunday, December 8
at 12:30. Please join us! Contact
Sandy Doty at 941- 875-4199 or
ssdoty975@yahoo.com
or Deb Howell at 330-441-2852 or
4debhowell@gmail.com

IT’S THAT TIME OF YEAR!! Would
you like offering envelopes for
2020? Or have you decided to give
electronically with Text or Bill Pay
through your bank? Please let the
church office know as soon as possible. Or stop at the
back table of the sanctuary and talk to Jeanne
Shrout. The new boxes will be available at the end of
December.
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FUNDING GOD’S MINISTRY for Oct.
TOTAL INCOME

$34,171.78 $357,412.36

12/02
12/05
12/06
12/06
12/08

OPERATING EXPENSE $11,624.29 $93,683.75
EDUCATION/NURTURE
$136.19
$9,926.28
APPORTIONMENTS
$0.00
$0.00
STAFF SUPPORT
$24,340.05 $284,482.53
TOTAL EXPENSES
$36,100.53 $388,092.56
SURPLUS/DEFICIT
($1,928.75) ($30,680.20)

John & Lu Ann Zink
Jack & Becky Stephenson
Bob & Cathy Rohrbaugh
Wally & Julie Whitford
Jim & Joanie Marshall

With Reserve
Fund

TOTAL INCOME
OPERATING EXPENSE
EDUCATION/NURTURE
APPORTIONMENTS
STAFF SUPPORT
TOTAL EXPENSES
SURPLUS/DEFICIT

$36,171.78 $381,412.36
$11,624.29 $93,683.75
$136.19
$9,926.28
$0.00
$0.00
$24,340.05 $284,482.53
$36,100.53 $388,092.56
$71.25 ($6,680.20)

SCRIPTURES FOR DEC., 2019

12/1
Are You Up Yet!
Romans 13:8-14
12/8
Be Patient, Ugh
James 5:7-12

12/15
Lessons & Carols
12/22
Hey Joe Did You Know
Matthew 1:18-25
12/29
God's Most Bestest Gift
Isaiah 9:6-7

12/01
12/02
12/02
12/03
12/03
12/03
12/04
12/09
12/11
12/14
12/16
12/18
12/20
12/21
12/22
12/22
12/24
12/27
12/29
12/31

Nancy Spaulding
John Vincent
Jean Pepper
Shirley Webber
Roy Vereen
Barbara Comeyne
Doreen Alvarez
Shirley Smith
Vernette Crosby
Bob Vickery
Rick Huggins
Anna Welch
Jim Wilkin
Roger Behrens
Jessie Mosher
Morgan Guzik
Deb Howell
Bob Steneck
Roger Morrow
Renee Baumgartner

12/01
12/02
12/02
12/03
12/03
12/04
12/07
12/11
12/12
12/15
12/16
12/18
12/20
12/21
12/22
12/23
12/27
12/27
12/30
12/31

Suzanne Collier
Cara Pender
Mary Robinson
Bud Hammond
Jill Boaz
Bonnie Mackenzie
Steve Jacobs
Bev Smith
LuAnn Joys
Jerry Beyer
Curtis Schmidt
Anelise Pariseau
Bill Collier
Sue Betz
David Pepper
Paul Chattinger
Judy Boyer
Mike Charbonneau
Hazel Charbonneau
Myleigh Weaver

HOPE’S SOLID FOUNDATION

As he neared death, the atheistic philosopher Jean-Paul
Sartre tried — but failed — to resist despair. “I know I
shall die in hope,” he wrote. “But that hope needs a
foundation.”
For Christians, that foundation is Jesus, our sure hope
amid life’s uncertainties. While Advent is a time of
anticipation and waiting, it also represents the
fulfillment of Jesus’ promised birth and the certainty of
his promised return. Jesus — the hope of nations —
says he’s preparing a place for us and coming back for
us (see John 14:2-3).
Because our hope’s foundation is guaranteed
“according to the Lord’s word” (1 Thessalonians 4:15,
NIV), we don’t have to live like people “who have no
hope” (verse 13). Praise God!
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"FOOD FOR THE SOUL"

Please join us on Wednesday
nights for a chance to grow closer to
God and others in our church
family. Dinner is served from 5:306:00pm. The weekly cost is: $4/per
Adult; $2.50/per Child under 12; $12/Family
maximum. This month's menu includes
Dec. 4-Pizza Tot Casserole
Dec. 11-Meatloaf
Dec. 18–Ham & Bean Soup
Dec. 25-No Food or Classes
Reservation deadline is the previous Sunday--you
can list your reservation on the pew attendance
pad on Sunday mornings: Mark “Food” & the
number of people.
Clean-up is at 6pm, then there are various
activities for ALL ages. Children have Jesus Rocks in
#109/110; Youth, gr. 6-12, meet in #D, the After
Dinner Group meets in #102, and a Women’s Bible
study, “Faithful Ladies,” meets in #101. At 6:15pm,
Genesis Small Group, another adult Bible Study, meets
in #114.

For those who prefer an earlier evening, Pastor Mike
leads a Bible study at 4:30pm in the Sanctuary where
they study the scripture text he will be using for the
following Sunday's sermon.
You can join a study group without having dinner;
likewise, eat dinner without joining a study
group. Please make Wednesday nights a time you
spend with your church family so you can feed your
body…and soul!

We would like to thank
everyone who donated baked
goodies for the November Bake
Sale. The Men offer their
thanks for all the treasures you
brought that they were able to sell during the
Barn Sale. The Crafty Ladies appreciate
everyone who came to purchase their handcrafted items. Thank you for making our Barn,
Bazaar, and Bake Sales such a great
success!
The Men’s Club, the Crafty Ladies,
and the Bakery Gals.

December, 2019
It’s time to begin plans
for the upcoming
Apostles Build 2020
which begins with a
slab blessing and wall
raising on Friday
January 10, 2020. Gulf
Cove UMC is
scheduled to have 10 volunteers on Saturday,
January 18 to frame and set trusses and 5 volunteers
for Wednesday January 22 to finish any work needed
to complete the framing and truss work. Sign-up
sheets will be located on both bulletin boards.
Our financial goal will be $4,500. The location of
the home-site at 18105 Vanderbuilt Ave in Port
Charlotte. Any questions or comments, please
contact me, Sam

LIGHT SHINES IN THE DARKNESS

In Nepal, where blindness is prevalent due to underfunded medical care and a lack of eye doctors,
ophthalmologist Sanduk Ruit has made it his mission to
treat poor people. He’s performed more than 130,000
cataract surgeries to restore sight, sometimes walking
for a week with surgical equipment in tow to reach
patients. Dr. Ruit also found a way for replacement
lenses to be made locally for less than $3 each, rather
than buying them internationally for 100 times as much.
The physician brings healing to remote villages and
celebrates “big eye-opening festivals” with people who
“were blind yesterday, and … are seeing today.”
At Christmas we celebrate the Word of God who came
to live among us as Jesus, the light of the world. In
countless ways since, God has brought light to those
living in literal or figurative darkness.
We celebrate people, such as Dr. Ruit and the 650
doctors he has trained, whom God uses to cause “light
[to shine] in the darkness” (John 1:5).
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MANY HAPPY RETURNS

Somehow, not only for Christmas,
But all the long year through,
The joy that you give to others,
Is the joy that comes back to you.
And the more you spend in blessing
The poor and lonely and sad,
The more of your heart’s possessing
Returns to you glad.
—John Greenleaf Whittier

Dec 3
Dec 4

8:15am
12pm

Dec 7
Dec 8
Dec 9

9:30am
12:30pm
12pm

Dec 11
Dec 14
Dec 15
Dec 16

7pm
6:00pm
4-7pm
12pm

Tues GCUM Men's Breakfast
Bulletin Deadlines
12/8, 12/24
Sat Closet of Hope #C
Sun Ladies Who Lunch
Mon Flower Deadline
Newsletter Deadline
Leadership Board #103
Wed Caroling
Scouts’ Spaghetti Dinner
Sun Lessons & Carols
Bulletin Deadlines
12.22, 12/29, & 1/5

SMALL PACKAGES,
GREAT THINGS
The motto for Hershey’s Kisses used
to be “Big things come in small
packages!” That also could be a motto for Bethlehem, for
Baby Jesus and, indeed, for us. It’s an important message to
remember when we fear we’re too weak to fix the world’s
problems, too small to fight the gigantic terror that threatens
a loved one or too lacking in abilities we see in others.
“But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the
little clans of Judah,” God declares through the prophet
Micah (5:2, NRSV), “from you shall come forth for me one
who is to rule in Israel.” Bethlehem was a mere village.
God’s ruler for Israel started as an infant. His birthplace was
a small stable, not a palace or temple. But size isn’t
everything. Big — that is, great — things can come in small
packages. And thanks to the tiny baby who grew up to share
immeasurably huge love with the world, God can do great
things through you, too!

Dec 17

8:15am

Tues GCUM Men's Breakfast

Dec 18
Dec 20
Dec 21
Dec 24
Dec 24

2:30pm
6:30pm
9:30pm

Wed
Fri
Sat
Tues

4:30pm
8pm
11:30pm

Dec 25
Jan 1
Jan 6

8:30am

Inglenook Visitation
Blue Christmas
Closet of Hope #C
Office Closed until Jan 6
Family Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service
Traditional Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service
Candlelight/Communion
Wed No Meal or Classes
Wed No Meal or Classes
Mon Office Open
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2a Weekly
Sundays
8am Traditional Service
9:30am Contemporary Service
Seekers II Sunday School
Kids’ Church/Sunday School
11am Traditional Service
5-7pm Youth Group
6:15pm Family Bowling
Mondays:
7pm Boy Scouts
AA Support Group
Tuesdays:
1pm Friend to Friend
7pm Al-Anon
Wednesdays:
12pm Weekly Bulletin Deadline
Mid-Week Boost Bible Study
2pm Disciple I Class

#A
#109
#D
#A
#109
#109
#109
#102
#101

December, 2019

Happenings

a

4:30pm Pastor’s Bible Study
6pm Jesus Rocks
Youth Group
After Dinner Group
Faithful Ladies
Praise Team Rehearsal
6:15pm Genesis Group
Thursdays:
8am Grounds Main’t Crew @ Barn
9am Crafty Ladies
4:45pm Handbells
5pm Daisy Troop
6:15pm Choir Rehearsal
6:30pm NA Recovery Meeting
7pm Journey In Faith

Sanctuary
#109
#D
#102
#101
Sanctuary
#114
Oak’s Cove
#B
#108
#B
#109
#101

Ggg

