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I want to thank you for the opportunity that I had to go on a pilgrimage with my wife,
Kelly, to the Holy Land in February.
More than just tourism, pilgrimage is travel focused on seeking God and deepening
one's appreciation for the work of God throughout the ages. Bishop Carter made it clear to the ordinands and lay
pilgrims on this trip to Israel that we were pilgrims. As he reminded us, a pilgrim is not a tourist.
I was grateful to be in Israel with close to 400 pilgrims from the Florida Annual Conference, including six more
pilgrims from Gulf Cove, Nancy Steneck, Ruth and Ray Roy, Carole Satterfield, and Susan Mathews.
On day one, we traveled to Caesara Maritima, Nazareth, and Megiddo. We reflected on the Apostle Paul
appearing before Felix (Acts 24), Jesus' upbringing (Matthew 2), and the End Times (Armageddon in Revelation 16).
We began day two by boating on the Sea of Galilee. The good news, friends, was that the Spirit of Jesus was in the
boat. We ate at a restaurant run by an Israeli kibbutz. They served a type of fish called St. Peter's Fish (it is the
primary edible fish in the Sea of Galilee.)
We rounded out our time around the Sea of Galilee by visiting the Mount of Beatitudes, Capernaum, and renewing
our baptismal covenant in the Jordan River. I am now starting to get feeling back in my legs, it was FREEZING!
On day three in Galilee, we visited the headwaters of the Jordan River at Tel Dan and Banias, Places where
Abraham and Jesus walked. Also, we visited Magdala (recently excavated in 2009) where Mary Magdalene lived.
Rainbows were all around us, reminding us of God's provision and protection.
On day four of our Holy Land pilgrimage, we saw the Jordan river valley, traveling a pilgrim road to Jerusalem
through Jericho. Jesus must have traveled this route many times. We toured an olive wood factory in Bethlehem
run by a Christian family. One gentleman prayed the Lord's Prayer in Aramaic, Jesus' native tongue, and is still in
use as a liturgical language among a small minority of Arab Christians.
We closed the day by visiting the Church of the Nativity, where according to tradition, Jesus was born. Next to it
was St. Catherine's Church, which has a chapel that pays homage to St. Jerome's Latin Vulgate translation of the
Bible (and where Jerome was inspired to complete it.) Lastly, we visited Beit Sahur where the shepherds were
watching their flocks by night when they heard the good news that Jesus was born in Bethlehem.
Day five found us in the Judean wilderness, learning about the Zealots in Masada and the Essenes in Qumran. We
stopped in Jericho, which has been continually inhabited for 10,000 years. We saw the Mount of Temptation
where Jesus spent 40 days in the wilderness before beginning his public ministry. We concluded our day at the
Dead Sea, the lowest place on land, more than 300 meters below sea level. The next day, we were to travel to the
high place of worship in the city of Jerusalem for the three major Abrahamic faiths. In low places or high places in
our lives, God is present. God's silence does not equal God's absence.
Day six in our Holy Land pilgrimage focused on the Passion of Christ. We visited the Mount of Olives; the Garden of
Gethsemane (marked by the Church of All Nations); the Via Dolorosa (following the path of the Fourteen Stations
of the Cross); the Church of the Holy Sepulchre; the Wailing (or Western) Wall; and the Garden Tomb.
It was a cold and wet day (so we did not walk the Palm Sunday path), but we concluded with Holy Communion at
the Garden Tomb. We were reminded of the words of the angel and the witness of the women at the tomb:
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FYII: For Your Information & Interest

“Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus
the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen! He is not
here. See the place where they laid him. But go, tell his
disciples and Peter, He is going ahead of you into Galilee.
There you will see him, just as he told you.’’
(Mark 16:6-7)

The Resurrected Lord is always ahead of us in our places
of ministry. Will we follow him on the path of sacrifice
that leads to new life?
On day seven, we concluded our pilgrimage in the Holy
Land with a tour of the Temple Mount where the AlAqsa Mosque and the Dome of the Rock stand where
the Second Temple used to stand in Jesus' day. We
visited the place where the Virgin Mary was born,
according to tradition, near St. Anne's Church; the
Bethesda Pool where Jesus healed (John 5); Caiaphas'
house where Jesus was imprisoned in the dungeon and
where Peter denied Jesus three times before the cock
crowed.
Certainly, my priestly calling (or for any servant of God)
is to bring God to people; people to God; and people to
people through the love of God. I will never forget this
trip and may come back to continue my pilgrimage
because there are many more places and faces where
God can be found on the journey of life.
With Joy on the Journey, Pastor Mike

Sunday,
March 8, 2020
LOCAL CHURCH
LEADERSHIP
TRAINING EVENT
Saturday, March 14, 2020
Edgewater UMC, 19190 Cochran Blvd,
Port Charlotte, FL 33948
ONLINE REGISTRATION at www.flumc.org
Cost: $10.00 cash or check payable to "South West
District" at the door. Lunch and child care provided.
9:00 Check-In and Fellowship - (snacks provided,
childcare opens)
Or for more information.
Thrive Leadership Training

DONATIONS NEEDED FOR THE BARN
SALE MARCH 27 & 28

The GCUMMEN’S Group are
having their annual March Barn
Sale. If you have anything in
your house or garage you would
like to donate to this project, the men will be at the
barn on Thursdays from 8am to 11:30am to accept
your donations. Sorry, they are not accepting sleeper
sofas, appliances, or electronics. Tom Eisele @
941-268-4933 or the church office @ 941-697-1747.

FUNDING GOD’S MINISTRY for Jan
TOTAL INCOME
OPERATING EXPENSE
EDUCATION/NURTURE
APPORTIONMENTS
STAFF SUPPORT
TOTAL EXPENSES
SURPLUS/DEFICIT

$72,486.63
$6,880.48
$433.32
$4,338.00
$26,389.93
$38,041.73
$34,444.90

MEN'S BREAKFAST

Gulf Cove United Methodist Men – join our men’s
group for prayer, fellowship and fun!
We meet the first and third Tuesday each month,
8:00am at Perkins in North Port.

LEAVING FOR THE SUMMER?
Please put an N (for North) beside your
name on the pew pad the last Sunday you
will be here. You will be missed.
However, you can keep up with what is
happening at GCUMC on our website:
gulfcovechurch.com and/or have our Mid-Week
News sent to your E-mail address. Just send your
request to gulfcoveumc@gmail.com
LADIES WHO LUNCH
March 8 at Ruby Tuesday. Join us for food, fun,
and fellowship. You can carpool from church at
12:15pm or meet us at Ruby Tuesday in Town
Center Mall, center/north side. Contact Sandy
Doty at 941-875-4199 or ssdoty975@yahoo.com.
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3/1
“Get Your Slate Cleaned
Luke 23:34
3/8
“Ticket to Paradise
Luke 23:43
3/15
“Jesus Adoption Inc”
John 19:26-27
3/22
“Godforsaken”
Matthew 27:46
3/29
Parched
John 19:28

3/01
3/02
3/06
3/11
3/16
3/18
3/25
3/30
3/30

Ken & Marian Brumley
Bruce & Charlotte Halbert
Charlie & Mary Hilton Jr.
Paul & Nancy Gebauer
Alfred & Karen Current
Ernie & Linda Ovitz
Jess & Mary Hollenbeck
Ron & Loretta Barche
Ray & Barbara Dunfee
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL!!! It will be held on

Monday thru Friday, June 8-12, from
5:30-8:30pm. Eligible children are
those who are 4 years old in Pre-K
thru those leaving the 5th grade. We
plan to have 10 small groups of
children who ride their trains thru the
valleys and mountains each evening.
Our VBS program this year is ROCKY RAILWAY by
Group! Look online to find out more about it. Note
that our stations are a little different from what’s on the
website. Each evening, we’ll have an opening
ceremony; a light dinner for the VBS kids, their
families, & all volunteers; 6 rotation stations (not
“shops”); and a closing ceremony.
To make our VBS a success, we need LOTS of
people! Some positions are already taken, but those
that still need to be filled include Opening & Closing
Leader, Bible Adventures Station, Imagination Station,
Loco Motion Games, Snacks, Music, 6 or 7 Dinner
Helpers, and 16 small group
leaders. ….Whew…. Please pray about it to discover
which position is right for you! We want everyone to
enjoy themselves and look forward to coming each
evening. The week will be over before you know it!
To sign up for a Rocky Railway position, or if you have
any questions, please contact either Holly Tozer, our
Children’s Director, or Dana Hanson, the VBS
Registrar.

BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS CAMP
3/01
3/03
3/04
3/06
3/07
3/11
3/14
3/15
3/17
3/22
3/23
3/25
3/25
3/30
3/31
3/31
3/31

Charlotte Halbert
Earl Brumfield
Sami Paolo
Dan Carter
Cindy Gettle
Bob Wollmacher
Sue Payne
Ginny Torr
Tom Eisele
Ron Reid
Chuck Russell
Joyce Furtado
Eli McDaniel
Kathy Green
Bernie Torr
Charlotte Shea 3/31
Chuck Mortenson

3/02 Maryanne Carrico
3/03 Bruce Halbert
3/05 Kerry Eckinger
3/06 Jo Ann Hopkins
3/08 Don Baker
3/11 Derek Hughes
3/14 Sarah Taylor
3/16 Herb Bryant
3/21 Russ Treible
3/23 Charlie Carter
3/24 Noah Reid
3/25 Ilene Sokolich
3/30 Ian Newton
3/31 Ruth Sherman
3/31 Chet Hallett
Bev Ernest

June 1-July 31
Hours 7:30am – 5:30pm
Closed June 29 – July 3
Mandatory Parent Meeting for ALL
Parents
Thursday; May 28, 2020 @ 5:30 pm
A parent/guardian, or someone on your behalf, must
attend or you forfeit your spot and registration fee.
Cost: Current Members:
$75 Registration Fee
$375 Camp
Please note:
ALL FEES ARE NON-REFUNDABLE
Registration fee is due upon signing up.
Must be current on monthly bill to register
All Camp fees are due before start of camp 6/1/20
You are welcome to make monthly payments until the
start of camp. Don’t delay! Register today! Contact Boys
& Girls Club @ 941.875.5415.
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"FOOD FOR THE SOUL"

Please join us on Wednesday nights
for a chance to grow closer to God and
others in our church family. Dinner is
served from 5:30-6pm. The weekly
cost is $4/per Adult; $2.50/per Child
under 12; $12/Family maximum. This month's menu.
March 4 Ziti, Garlic Knots & Peas
March 11 Vegetable lasagna
March 18 Meatball Stroganoff
March 25 Spaghetti & Meatballs
Reservation deadline is the previous Sunday--you can list
your reservation on the pew attendance pad on Sunday
mornings: Mark “W”& the number of people.
Clean-up is at 6pm, then there are various activities for
ALL ages. Children have Jesus Rocks in #109/110;
Youth, gr. 6-12, meet in #D; and an adult Bible study,
the After Dinner Group, meets in #102. Faithful Ladies
meet in #101. At 6:15pm, Genesis Small Group, another
adult Bible Study, meets in the #114.
For those who prefer an earlier evening, Pastor Mike
leads a Bible study at 4:30pm in #101 where they study
the scripture text he will be using for the following
Sunday's sermon. You can join a study group without
having dinner; likewise eat dinner without joining a
study group. Please make Wednesday nights a time you
spend with your church family so you can feed your
body…and soul!

TOSSED SALAD

On the “Three Sides” podcast
(ELCA, Sept. 6, 2018), Wendy
Davidson, a leader at the Kellogg
Company, shares how her
Christianity informs her work.
Because her adult faith emerged
from several denominational influences, she considers
variety to be a strength, not only spiritually but
throughout life.
Davidson encourages her co-workers to bring their
unique personalities and ideas to the table to create a
metaphorical salad. “It doesn’t mean that the salad
now becomes one homogenous blob; it is still distinctly
the flavors of the salad ingredients,” she says. “But
they’ve all found a way to come together to make
something that’s much more flavorful than they could
have been all on their own.”
Viewing church and our communities this way could
be transformative. What if we welcome different
people, invite ideas and resist melding everything into
one giant blob? Then we can savor each “ingredient”
and the resulting gourmet dish. Delicious!

During Lent please
consider joining together
with our Cuban
congregations in a
covenant of fasting and
praying during the week of March 8-14. You may fast as
you’re able and/or set aside prayer time for the church
in Cuba and here. God bless this covenant.
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PADDLING THROUGH LENT — AND LIFE

Lent is a time for restoring balance to our
lives. The Eskimos practice balance as they
venture into freezing Arctic waters in little
boats. If you’ve ever paddled a kayak, you
know how easy they are to tip. Thankfully,
kayaks are just as easy to turn back upright.

That isn’t a bad image for Lent — or for life as a
whole. Whatever spiritual disciplines we adopt,
if we succumb to temptation, it’s no biggie.
One of the lessons of Lent is that, as long as
we’re traveling light, it takes only a quick twist
of the paddle to right us. That paddle twist
might take the form of a quick but heartfelt
prayer: “Jesus, set me straight again!” Or it might
mean some extra time set aside for quiet
meditation with God. Don’t get worried if your spiritual
discipline fails now and then. Just let Jesus help you get
upright once more, and keep paddling!

March 3
March 7
March 8
March 10
March 14
March 15
March 16
March 17
March 18
March 21
March 26-29
March 27
March 28

March, 2020
ENGLEWOOD HELPING HAND

Every seventh week during the year,
our church provides assistance to
Englewood Helping Hand, located on
the grounds of the Englewood United
Methodist Church. Volunteers help Monday through
Thursday, from 9:30am to 2:30pm by putting donations
on the shelves and filling food bags. It is Gulf Cove
UMC’s turn to provide volunteers
March 11 to 14. If you are able to help one day, please
sign up on the sheet posted on the Volunteer bulletin
board in the Education Wing or contact Kim
Bruemleve at 260-580-1307
or kimbruemleve@yahoo.com. Shopping lists of
needed items are on the tables in the narthex and the
Education Wing.. Non-perishable food items can be
put into the EHH bins located in the Narthex and in
the Education Wing. Thank you!

8am Tues UM Men’s Meeting
9:30-12pm Sat Closet of Hope #C
DST Begins
12:15pm Sun Ladies’ Who Lunch
2pm Tues S.M. Peer Group #102
9:30am Sat Thrive @ Edgewater Church
4pm Sun Dinner @ P.B. & J’s
12pm Mon Newsletter Deadline
1:30pm
Health Department #102
8am Tues UM Men’s Breakfast
7pm
Leadership Board #103
2:30pm Wed Inglenook Visitation
9:30-12pm Sat Closet of Hope #C
11:30am
Cuba Open Panel @ Christ Venice
Kairos Prison Ministry
8am Fri Barn & Craft Sale
8am Sat Barn & Craft Sale
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Calendar Highlights
Sundays:
8am Traditional Service
9:30am Contemporary Service
Seekers II Sunday School
Kids’ Church/Sunday School
11am Traditional Service
5-7pm Youth Group
6:15pm Family Bowling
Mondays:
7pm Boy Scouts
7:30pm AA Support Group
Tuesdays:
1pm Friend to Friend
7pm Al-Anon
Wednesdays:
12pm Weekly Bulletin Deadline
Mid-Week Boost Bible Study
4:30pm Pastor’s Bible Study

#A
#109/110
#D
#A
#109/110
#109/110
#109/110
#102
#101

5:30pm Food for the Soul Dinner
6pm Jesus Rocks
Youth Group
After Dinner Group
Faithful Ladies
Praise Team Rehearsal
6:15pm Genesis Adult Bible Study
Thursdays:
8am Grounds Main’t Crew @ Barn
9am Crafty Ladies
4:45pm Handbells Rehearsal
5pm Daisy (Girl Scouts)
6:30pm Choir Rehearsal
7pm NA Recovery Meeting
Saturdays:
9am TaiChi Class

#109/110
#D
#102
#101
Sanctuary
#114
Oak’s Cove
#B
#108
#B
#109/110
Sanctuary

