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Worship
Schedule

From the Pastor’s Desk,

I want to share this Pastoral letter from Bishop Alsted in light of the tragic events in
Ukraine. Bishop Christian Alsted, who serves in the Central Conference that consists of Nordic,
Sunday, Traditional
Baltic and Eurasian countries, including Russia and Ukraine, is offering a profound pastoral word
8:30 & 11:00 a.m.
on the crisis in Ukraine.
Sunday
"Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not
Contemporary
let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid." – John 14:27
9:30 am
There is war in Europe. Russia has invaded Ukraine, which is a free independent democracy.
War and violence are evil and always entail considerable human costs. The Christian message
points to the path of reconciliation and never to war and violence, as a solution to conflicts.
In the face of this evil, we pray for a logic different from the one based on geopolitical
competition. We pray for a change of hearts and minds of leaders, we pray for de-escalation
and dialogue instead of violence and war.
The Social Principles of the Methodist Church say: “We deplore war and urge the peaceful
settlement of all disputes among nations”. From the beginning, the Christian conscience has
struggled with the harsh realities of violence and war, for these evils clearly frustrate God’s
loving purposes for humankind. We yearn for the day when there will be no more war and
people will live together in peace and justice.
Our central conference consists of Nordic, Baltic and Eurasian countries, including Russia and
Ukraine. The Christian Church is not nationalistic and our relations with our brothers and sisters
in other countries are not limited by nationality or culture. We have deep relations with
Methodists in Ukraine and in Russia, and although we are influenced by our culture and the
political realities, we must never allow this to hinder or break our unity in Christ.
We stand with the United Methodists in Ukraine in prayer for protection, reconciliation and
peace. We pray for pastors, leaders and congregations in the United Methodist Church in
Ukraine; may God grant that their witness of reconciliation and peace will bring strength and
hope to the Ukrainian people.
We pray for Bishop Eduard Khegay, bishop of both Russia and Ukraine, may God give him
the wisdom and grace that he needs in his ministry and leadership under these challenging
circumstances.
In the Nordic and Baltic episcopal area, Norway, Finland, Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania all
VISIT US ONLINE AT
W W W. GU L FC OV E C HU RC H .C OM have borders with Russia, and in addition, Latvia and Lithuania have borders with Belarus. In the
Baltic States, in particular, the invasion of Ukraine causes great concern.

Sunday, March 13, 2022

The United Methodists in the Nordic countries stand with the Methodists in
Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania in prayer for protection and peace. May the
Church's testimony of reconciliation and peace in Christ offer hope and
strength to the people in the Baltic countries.
In the coming week we will enter the season of Lent, which in the church is
a time for prayer and soul-searching. I call on all our congregations to
intercede for the people of Ukraine, and for the leaders in the world, who
have the power to bring an end to war. I call on all our congregations to pray
and fast for reconciliation and peace in the world. May God, in His grace, open
our eyes to the things that make for peace, may He protect us all from the
escalation and spreading of war, and may we follow Him on His path of truth
and peace.
May Christ have mercy on us all,
Bishop Christian Alsted

JESUS HAS GONE THERE FIRST

Whether we gaze with longing
into the garden or with fear and
trembling into the desert, of this
we can be sure — God walked
there first! And when we who
have sinned and despoiled the
garden are challenged now to
face the desert, we do not face it
alone; Jesus has gone there
before us to struggle with every
demon that has ever plagued a
human heart. Face the desert we
must if we would reach the
garden, but Jesus has gone there
before us.
—James Healy

March 2 ~ Drive by Ashes, 7 am to 9 am
Medation Service with ashes, 6 pm
April 9 ~ Easter Festival, 11 am-1 pm
April 10 ~ Palm Sunday
April 14 ~ Holy Thursday Service with Communion, 2 pm
April 15 ~ Good Friday Tenebrae Service, 7 pm
April 17 ~ Easter Sunrise Service, 6:45 am
Traditional Services 8 am & 11 am
Contemporary Service, 9:30 am

SAVE
THE DATE!

April 1-2

Barn Sale & Craft Show

Gulf Cove United Methodist Church
1100 S. McCall Road
Port Charlotte, FL 33981
www.gulfcovechurch.com

First Monday Supper ~ Free dine-in or carry-out dinners
are offered on the first Monday of every month.
Although the meals are free, donations are appreciated.
FOR THE MARCH 7 SUPPER:
Menu: Ham, mac & cheese, green beans, roll, &
dessert (plus beverage if dine-in)
• Dinner Served: 3:30 pm to 5:30 pm on Mon, Mar 7
• Deadline to Reserve a Meal: Noon on Thu, Mar 3
How To Reserve a Meal: Use the RSVP button to
reserve meals
•

•

•
•
•

Set-Up Team: Report at noon on Sun, Mar 6 (to
help, contact Mindy Wilson)
Dinner Volunteers: Report to the kitchen at 12:30
on Mon Mar 7 (to help, contact Anne Devilbiss)
Re-Set Team: Report at 6 pm on Mon Mar, 7 (to
help, contact Mindy Wilson)

3/01 Charlotte Halbert
3/02 Maryanne Carrico
3/03 Bruce Halbert
3/04 Sami Paolo
3/05 Kerry Eckinger
3/06 Dan Carter
3/07 Cindy Gettle
3/08 Don Baker
3/08 Diana Heim
3/11 Bob Wollmacher
3/11 Dallis Walchle III
3/11 Derek Hughes
3/14 Sue Payne
3/14 Sarah Taylor
3/15 Ginny Torr
3/16 Herb Bryant
3/17 Tom Eisele
3/21 Russ Treible
3/21 Jean Burrows
3/22 Ron Reid
3/23 Charlie Carter
3/25 Joyce Furtado
3/25 Ilene Sokolich
3/25 Eli McDaniel
3/30 Ian Newton
3/30 Kathy Green
3/31 Ruth Sherman
3/31 Bernie Torr
3/31 Chet Hallett
3/31 Charlotte Shea
3/31 Bev Ernest
3/31 Kathy Gilderman
3/31 Chuck Mortenson
03/01 Ken & Marian Brumley
03/02 Bruce & Charlotte Halbert
03/06 Charlie & Mary Hilton Jr.
03/11 Paul & Nancy Gebauer
03/16 Alfred & Karen Current III
03/18 Ernie & Linda Ovitz
03/25 Jess & Mary Hollenbeck
03/25 Bob & Dalva Wollmacher
03/30 Ray & Barbara Dunfee
03/30 Ron & Loretta Barche

