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From the Pastor

“Serve one another humbly in love.” —
Galatians 5:13

Wow, God! What a Summer Already
Church family,

Before we move too far into July, I want to pause
and give thanks for what God has already done
among us this summer. In June, we had a
wonderful week of Vacation Bible School with
Rainforest Falls, and what a joy it was to see so
many children laughing, singing, learning, and
discovering more about the God who created
them, loves them, and truly understands them.

One of the phrases from VBS was simple but
powerful: Wow, God! And honestly, that is a
pretty good summary of the week. Wow, God,
for the children who came through our doors.
Wow, God, for the families we were able to
meet. Wow, God, for the volunteers who gave
their time, energy, patience, and love. VBS is
always a little loud, a little messy, and a little
unpredictable, but it is also holy ground.
Somewhere between the snacks, Bible stories,
songs, crafts, games, and laughter, the love of
Jesus was shared in a beautiful way.

As we move into July, we also take a moment to
say, Happy birthday, America. As we celebrate
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our nation’s 250th birthday, we give thanks for
the gift of freedom. As followers of Jesus, we
remember that freedom is not just something we
enjoy; it is something we steward. As Scripture
reminds us, “Serve one another humbly in love”
(Galatians 5:13). We are called to use our
freedom to love God, serve our neighbors, seek
peace, and become vessels of grace in a world
that deeply needs it.

July is also a big month for our youth ministry.
The second week of July, our youth will head to
Warren Willis Camp in Fruitland Park, Florida, a
place with a deep and meaningful history among
United Methodist churches in the Florida
Conference and beyond. For decades, students
have gone to camp and encountered God through
worship, prayer, friendship, laughter, and time
away from the normal noise of life.

Summer camp gives our youth space to be filled
with renewed hope and a deeper understanding
of God’s love. It reminds them that faith is not
just something they hear about in church, but
something they can experience personally. Camp
gives them room to ask questions, grow in grace,
build friendships, and remember that they are
loved and called by Christ.

Then, almost immediately after camp, our youth
and adult volunteers will head out on their
mission trip. I love that rhythm: first we are
filled, then we are sent. Mission trips give our
youth the chance to put faith into action as they
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serve, encourage, repair, listen, and share the joy
of Christ with others. Please keep our youth and
adult volunteers in your prayers, including me, as
I will be serving alongside them. And yes, [ am
still trying to convince the youth to love and
appreciate the mysterious beauty of pickled eggs.
Pray for them. Pray for me. Pray especially for
the pickled eggs.

I also hope you will make plans to join us for
Youth Sunday on July 19. This will be a
wonderful opportunity to hear how God has been
working in and through our students. Come
ready to celebrate them, encourage them, and be
reminded that young people are not just the
future of the church; they are part of the church
right now.

I also want to say thank you for your generosity.
When you give to the general budget and
ministry outreach of the church, you are helping
make all of this possible. Your giving does not
only help send youth to camp or on mission trips.
It also helps us welcome families, care for people
in our community, keep ministry moving, and
maintain the spaces where these sacred moments
happen.

What a joy it is to see children, youth, adults,
guests, and volunteers gathering in our refreshed
sanctuary and classrooms. These spaces matter
because they help us offer hospitality, build
relationships, teach the faith, and share the love
of our great Creator with people from many
different walks of life.

Ministry is not always neat and tidy. Sometimes
it is messy. Sometimes it takes more time, more
volunteers, more supplies, and more grace than

expected. But when God’s love is being shared,
even the mess can become holy.

And for that, we gladly say again:

Wow, God!

With gratitude,

Pastor Mike
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SUNDAY SCHEDULE
8am Traditional Worship Service
9:30am Contemporary Worship Service
AND Kids Church (PK-5) #109
9:30am Adult Sunday School - #Youth Rm
11am Traditional Worship Service
4-6pm  Youth Group (gr 6-12) - #Youth Rm

WEDNESDAYS AT GULF COVE

Midweek Boost ~ meets with Pastor Mike at 12pm.

Pastor’s Bible Study ~ meets at 4:30pm.
Jesus Rocks ~ Grades K-5 meet from 6-7:30pm.
Youth ~ Grades 6-12 meet from 6-7:30pm.

Praise Band Rehearsal ~ 6pm.

OFFICE CLOSED

Friday, July 3, in observance ‘,Og
of Independence Day. & fyﬂ
LBy

The deadline to submit
items for the August Edition
of Gulf Breezes is Thursday,

July 16. Articles may be
submitted by email to
gcreceptionist] @gmail.com.
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RETREAT ~
& Women's | § | Jenvary3031,2027
RETREAT ° at the Riverside

YA Retreat Center in

LaBelle, FL.
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Registration will open this fall.

Questions? Contact a member of the retreat
planning team.

Rev. Patty Frick, Lead, ocpattyl @gmail.com,
Sue Haring, suefab2000@yahoo.com,

Joan Priest, joanpp5 1 @comcast.net, and
Jeanne Richardson, jmr1547@gmail.com.

STEPHEN MINISTERS ~ If you or someone you
know needs one-on-one,
@ confidential, Christ-centered
. care due to grief, illness,
STEPHEN caregiving stress, job loss,
transitions, and more, contact

Andy Frick, our Stephen Minister Leader at
520.309.0098 or andrewfrick30@gmail.com.
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Fellowship

Ladies Who Lunch is a group

L adies  OPENto all women of the church.
They meet once a month to share a

% meal and fellowship. Meetings are

Dﬁ unch usually on the 2" Sunday of the
month. Next meeting is Sunday,
July 12, 12:30pm, at Zarate’s. For
more details, please contact Nancy
Spaulding at 386.868.8604.

Mahjongg with Friends is on
hiatus until September 14. Contact
Linda Edwards at 253.350.7264 for
more details.

Dinner For Six is taking a
nm&egm summer break. Watch for the new
‘,______ signup period coming this fall.

v Contact Kathy Mortensen at
530.210.6149 to learn more about
this fun social group.

Youth Fellowship ~ In addition to their normal
meeting times, youth will meet on Fridays during
the summer for various activities. If you are
interested, please contact Jackie Guerin at
941.661.6821.

INTERESTED IN STARTING A NEW
FELLOWSHIP GROUP? Contact the office at
941.697.1747 and we will help you get started.

YOUTH WARREN WILLIS CAMP TRIP ~
Mon-Sat July 6-11. Please keep our youth in
your prayers during this week.

INTERGENERATIONAL MISSION TRIP ~
July 12 -18. Please pray for Jackie and Pastor
Mike and all the participants durng this time as
they head to Lumberton, NC.
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ENGLEWOOD HELPING HAND
Service opportunities
are coming up on
July 29-30 and Sep
30 & Oct 1. Look for
signup sheets in the
Narthex as we get
— closer to the dates.
The pantry needs the following: shelf stable or
powdered milk, bar soap, toilet paper,
condiments, instant mashed potatoes, ramen
noodles, rice, tuna, canned chicken, canned
beans (kidney, black, refried, baked), canned
pasta, canned chili, soups, peanut butter, cereal,
or any shelf stable foods. Donations can be
placed in the EHH bin in the Narthex entry.
Please be sure items have not expired.

The Closet of Hope at Gulf
Cove United Methodist
Church offers free clothing for

Clowetiof liabe children and adults of all ages.

Clothing Minist -
ST The Closet is open the first and

third Saturdays of the month

(except holidays), from
9:30am until 12pm. Donations can be brought to
the Closet on Thursday mornings at 9:30am or
when they are open on Saturdays. Anyone
interested in helping with this outreach ministry
should contact Sandy Palmer at 941.204.3322.

VBS Report ~ Another VBS is in the books.
We had a total of 56 registered kids; sadly, 10 of
them didn’t show at all that week. Average
nightly attendance was 38. There were a total of
61 volunteers, with an average of 51 per night.
The kids raised $234.06 for their mission
donation to Residing Hope! Thanks to all who
made this a success!!
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Stewardship

is heart work
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Matthew 6:19-21

COMMUNION OFFERING ENVELOPES
Each month a different fund is chosen by our
church leadership to receive these special gifts. If
you wish to give above and beyond your usual
tithe for July, the Communion Offering is
designated for our Cuba Ministry. This is the
fund that Team Cuba uses to meet the needs of
our sister churches.

SECOND SUNDAY ~ SECOND MILE
GIVING is another opportunity to go above and
beyond your normal giving to support the
church. This collection always goes to our
reserve fund, so that we may pay our bills when
gifts and tithes will not cover our regular
monthly expenses.

Financial Snapshot:

MAY 2026 YTD

Spendable Income
Received $36,706.81 | $226,376.43
Expenses $44,196.19 | $222,292.42
Surplus/Deficit ($7,489.38) $4,084.01
Reserve Funds
Used $0 $0
Restricted Funds
Rec’d $20,210.31 | $149,991.25
Restricted Funds
Expenses $28,845.50 | $147,202.48
Surplus/Deficit

($8,635.19) $2,788.77

Thank you all for your faithful giving!
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Patty Frick 7/1

Cathy Rohrbaugh  7/11

Bill Egan 7/13

Tracy Beck 7/16

Craig Baumgartner 7/17

Dawn Tesauro 7/17

Pat Tattersall 7/21 )
Wally Whitford 7/22

Isaiah Johnson 7/25

Jan Horthrop 7/29

Kadie Johnson 7/31

July 5

July 12

July 19

July 26

JULY SERMON SERIES

Ultimate Freedom
Matthew 11:25-30

8:00am - Pastor Andy Frick
The Power of Forgiveness
Matthew 18:21-22

9:30 & 11am — Rev. Patty Frick
Today’s the Day!

Jonah 1:1-6, 11-12, 15-17
YOUTH MISSION TRIP SUNDAY

What About the Weeds?
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
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Cris & Deb Peterson 7/1
Jim & Charlotte Shea 7/6
Rick & Barb Carlson 7/7
Dave & Cathy Jeannerat 7/7
Ken & Joan Priest 7/7
Andy & Patty Frick 7/8
Ron & Pat Meyer 7/8
Mark & Nicole Lyon 7/16
Mike & Terry Thonnerieux  7/18
Bill & Doraleigh Egan 7/19
Roy & Darlene Norell 7/20
Bob & Tracy Ehnert 7/21
Dennis & Jennifer Guzik 7/22
Joel & Mindy Wilson 7/23
Mike & Pat Tattersall 7/27




Gulf Cove United Methodist Church
Rev. Michael Weaver Il, Pastor
1100 S. McCall Road, Port Charlotte, Florida 33981
941.697.1747  Fax: 941.697.1528

www.GulfCoveChurch.com GulfCoveUMC@gmail.com
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