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From the Pastor

Dear Church,

There is something about August that feels like
standing at a doorway.

For some, it is the excitement—and maybe a few
butterflies—of the first day of school. For others,
it is the bittersweet transition of becoming an
empty nester as children head off to college or
begin lives of their own. And for still others, it
marks the beginning of a new calling through
college or military service.

This month, we ask you to keep Shane Crandall
in your prayers as he begins serving in the United
States Coast Guard. We also celebrate Roran
Egan and Celina Cummings as they begin classes
at South Florida State College. We pray that God
will bless each of them with wisdom, courage,
faithful friendships, and the assurance that Christ
walks beside them every step of the way.

God's words in Isaiah 43:19 remind us:

"See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up;
do you not perceive it?"

Whether you are packing a backpack, helping
move a student into a dorm, watching someone
leave for military training, or adjusting to a
quieter home, God is already at work in the next
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chapter. Jesus assures us in Matthew 28:20,
"Surely I am with you always." His promise is
not that life will always be easy, but that we will
never walk through it alone.

One of the blessings of church life is that we
walk these seasons together. One of the ways we
build those relationships is through our monthly
Saturday Breakfast Buddies. Around the table,
friendships are strengthened, stories are shared,
and newcomers quickly discover there is always
room for one more. If you've never joined us, we
hope you'll come to one of our upcoming
breakfasts.

Our hospitality also reaches beyond our church
walls. During the first week of August, we have
the privilege of serving breakfast to the faculty
and staff of L.A. Ainger Middle School on
August 6 and Myakka River Elementary School
on August 7 as they prepare for another school
year. These breakfasts are a simple way of
saying, "Thank you," and reminding our
educators that they are supported by a praying
church. We could use a few more volunteers to
help prepare, serve, and welcome. If you are
available, we'd love to have you join us.

As we celebrate these new beginnings, we also
remember that many families in our community
begin the school year carrying burdens we cannot
always see. That is why Jesus calls us to let our
light shine before others (Matthew 5:16).
Through our outreach ministries, we seek to



share Christ's love in practical ways with
children, families, seniors, and neighbors
throughout our community.

As God continues opening new doors for
ministry, our need for volunteers, prayers, and
financial support continues to grow as well.
Every gift given to Gulf Cove United Methodist
Church helps us care for our neighbors, invest in
the next generation, and create opportunities for
people to experience the hope of Jesus Christ.
Your generosity truly becomes ministry in
action.

As another season begins, may we continue to
Experience Christ's presence, Embrace one
another through life's transitions, and Engage our
community with the love of Jesus.

Grace and Peace,

Pastor Mike

SERMON SERIES: | Wonder....

August 2 I Wonder if God Exists
Genesis 1:1-5
August 9 | Wonder Why Bad Things Happen

to Good People
Romans 8:28-29

August 16 | Wonder Why My Prayers Seem to
Go Unanswered
Luke 11:1-13

August 23 | Wonder About God’s Will
for My Life
Romans 12:1-2

August 30 ONE COMBINED SERVICE at 10am
with Potluck to Follow

The deadline to submit items for the September
Edition of Gulf Breezes is Thursday, August 20.
Articles may be submitted by email to
gereceptionist] @gmail.com.
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SUNDAY SCHEDULE
8am Traditional Worship Service
9:30am Contemporary Worship Service
AND Kids Church (PK-5) #109
9:30am Adult Sunday School - #Youth Rm
11am Traditional Worship Service
4-6pm  Youth Group (gr 6-12) - #Youth Rm

WEDNESDAYS AT GULF COVE

Midweek Boost ~ meets with Pastor Mike at 12pm.

Pastor’s Bible Study ~ meets at 4:30pm.
Jesus Rocks ~ Grades K-5 meet from 6-7:30pm.
Youth ~ Grades 6-12 meet from 6-7:30pm.

Praise Band Rehearsal ~ 6pm.
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GULF COVE

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
941- 697 1747

Join us for soctal time and
discussion about the goings-on of the church

Saturday,
August 15

8:30am-10:00am
R;s.enratlm;s and :

payment can be made 4‘\
at Zeffy.com
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$10/person

Good Food »

Menu: Eggs, Bacon, Sausage Links, Hashbrown
Potatoes, Biscuits, Gravy, Chef's Choice of Fruit,
Juice, Coffee

Sign up at the office or online using the code
above. You may also place an envelope with
payment and names of attendees in the offering
plate on Sundays through August 9.

Everyone is welcome! We look forward to seeing
you there.



THE 2027
& WOMEN’S
‘ >3 RETREAT ~

R E TREAT Center in LaBelle, FL.
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January 30-31, 2027
‘ Wmm ¢ i ’ at the Riverside Retreat

R _ What If You Gave God
i a Weekend?

Sometimes the greatest gift we can give
ourselves is the opportunity to slow down, listen
for God's voice, and enjoy the company of other
women who are seeking this connection, too.
Join the women of Gulf Cove UMC for From
Bitter to Blessed, a weekend retreat inspired by
the Book of Ruth, on January 30-31, 2027, at
beautiful Riverside Retreat Center in LaBelle,
Florida.

Nestled along a scenic stretch of the
Caloosahatchee River, Riverside offers towering
oak trees, gently rolling green lawns, peaceful
walking paths, and breath-taking sunsets—the
perfect setting to step away from the demands of
everyday life and reconnect with God and one
another.

Together we'll laugh, worship, enjoy meaningful
conversations, explore the story of Ruth through
creative activities, and discover how God can
transform seasons of loss into lives marked by
hope and blessing.

Comfortable lodging, delicious meals, beautiful
surroundings...and no cooking or laundry for the
weekend! What more could you ask for?

For now, just save the date and start looking
forward to a weekend away! We'll be sharing
more details, registration information, and retreat
highlights in the months ahead.

Contact any one of us if you have questions:
Patty Frick (ocpattyl @gmail.com),

Sue Haring (suefab2000@yahoo.com),
Joan Priest (galaxie@comcast.net),

Jean Richardson (jmr1547@gmail.com).

Registration will open this fall.

AUGUST 2026

Lﬂﬁ‘ff’“s

UPCOMING EMMAUS WALKS:

Men's Fall Walk 99 — October 8-11.
Deadline date is Friday August 7, 2026.
Women's Fall Walk 100 — October 22-25.
Deadline date is Friday August 21, 2026.
Walk location: DaySpring Episcopal Camp.

For more information, contact Joan Priest.
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Fellowship

Ladies Who Lunch is a group

A adiee  OPen to all women of the church.
They meet once a month to share a

@ meal and fellowship. Meetings are

P ynchy  vsually on the 2" Sunday of the
month. Next meeting is Sunday,
August 9, 12:30pm. For more
details, please contact Nancy
Spaulding at 386.868.8604.

Dinner For Six is taking a
summer break. Watch for the new
signup period coming soon..
Contact Kathy Mortensen at
530.210.6149 to learn more about
this fun social group.

INTERESTED IN STARTING A NEW
FELLOWSHIP GROUP? Contact the office at
941.697.1747 and we will help you get started.



mailto:ocpatty1@gmail.com
mailto:suefab2000@yahoo.com

ENGLEWOOD HELPING HAND
Service opportunities
are coming up on
September 30 &
October 1. Look for
signup sheets in the
Narthex as we get
—— closer to the dates.
The pantry needs the following: shelf stable or
powdered milk, bar soap, toilet paper,
condiments, instant mashed potatoes, ramen
noodles, rice, tuna, canned chicken, canned
beans (kidney, black, refried, baked), canned
pasta, canned chili, soups, peanut butter, cereal,
or any shelf stable foods. Donations can be
placed in the EHH bin in the Narthex entry.
Please be sure items have not expired.

The Closet of Hope at Gulf
Cove United Methodist
Church offers free clothing for

Clawet of ebe children and adults of all ages.

Clothing Minist -
ST The Closet is open the first and

third Saturdays of the month

(except holidays), from
9:30am until 12pm. Donations can be brought to
the Closet on Thursday mornings at 9:30am or
when they are open on Saturdays. Anyone
interested in helping with this outreach ministry
should contact Sandy Palmer at 941.204.3322.
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Stewardship

is heart work
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7 darth, where moths and vermin destroy,

“Be rot stare

tore up orpaumw: Ereasures in .mw

Matthew 6:19-21

COMMUNION OFFERING ENVELOPES
Each month a different fund is chosen by our
church leadership to receive these special gifts. If
you wish to give above and beyond your usual
tithe forAugust, the Communion Offering is
designated for UMCOR -- The United
Methodist Committee on Relief. This
organization provides immediate disaster
assistance domestically and internationally.

SECOND SUNDAY ~

SECOND MILE

GIVING is another opportunity to go above and
beyond your normal giving to support the
church. This collection always goes to our
reserve fund, so that we may pay our bills when
gifts and tithes will not cover our regular

monthly expenses.

Financial Snapshot:

JUNE 2026 YTD
Spendable
Income
Received $37,047.70 | $263,424.13
Expenses $49,336.16 | $271,628.58
Surplus/Deficit | ($12,288.46) | ($8,204.45)
Reserve Funds
Used $0 $0
Restricted Funds
Rec’d $6,243.12 | $156,234.37
Restricted Funds
Expenses $11,752.59 | $158,955.07
Surplus/Deficit

(85,509.47) | ($2,720.70)

Thank you all for your faithful giving!




Hurricane lan Update

July 4, 2026

The great news is that through YOUR prayers,
gifts and talents, we have basically completed the
big repairs and have improved the safety and
beauty of our campus. YOUR financial
contributions, YOUR constant prayers and
YOUR gifts of time and energy have allowed
this work to be completed without having to
borrow outside funding.

Three years and ten months ago we began
recovery and repairs to Gulf Cove UMC, after
our devastating hit from Hurricane lan. Our team
has worked tirelessly to constructively and
financially be responsible in restoring our church
home. We have complied with updated building
codes, insurance and FEMA. All windows and
doors are “hurricane impact” in the main
building and “hurricane resistant” in the
portables. We added extras that will help protect
the building’s exterior from further
environmental hazards. Thankfully, we hired B.
C. Peabody Consultants to provide direction and
huge assistance in muddling through FEMA’s
processes.

We seem to be on the home stretch with FEMA
now. According to our latest contact, if all the
numbers and invoices coordinate between
GCUMC and FEMA, the project will go for final
review. We continue to work strenuously to
complete this part. The entire project then goes to
Washington, DC for approval and there is no
estimated timeline for this nor for when monies
might be received. PATIENCE continues to be
the key word though ALL of this.

To further explain the term “big repairs”; nearly
every wall, floor and ceiling were touched in our
work to restore this campus. They are:

EXTERIOR: Roofs to Sanctuary, Oaks Cove,
Barn, Tool Shed, and 3 Portables. Siding to 3
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Portables, Repairs to secure Oaks Cove and its
A/C.

INTERIORS: Sanctuary: Insulation, Ceiling
Tiles, Metal Grids, Drywall, Painted all required
walls, new Drinking Fountain, Flooring
throughout, Lighting Fixtures updated and
replaced where needed.

PORTABLES: Roofs, Siding, Insulation,
Drywall, Painting, New A/C in each, Ceiling
Tiles and Metal Grids, Flooring.

CONTENTS: This is an area still in the works.
There are pieces of Furniture, Window
Coverings in the education wing and other items.

These will come in the near future. However, the
big jobs are DONE!

I imagine I’ve forgotten something in these lists,
but let me say, much of the work inside the
Portables came from our own members, as did all
the painting, inside and out of the Sanctuary, and
Classrooms. Our folks also did all the ceilings
except for the Sanctuary areas in these four
structures.

There are too many people to name, but
EVERYONE who has helped in ANYWAY, be
it gifts of time, talent or money, deserves a
HUGE THANK YOU! It truly takes a village to
accomplish God’s work. We have each been
given gifts from God that, together can
accomplish huge endeavors. May we continue to
welcome new friends to our SAFE,
BEAUTIFUL AND ACTIVE church and
campus.

In LOVE and GRATITUDE,
Joan Priest — Leadership Board Chair
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Mike Hahn
Helen Unglaub
Sherry Hughes
Sean Priest
Mike Tattersall
John McGuire
Deborah Salmon
Judi Corns
Everett Gilchrist
Barb Vanderford
Jenna Alvarez
Sam Walters
Ula Christopher
Zak Alvarez
Ruth Provine
Linda Coffey
Gene Saville
Loretta Barche
Judy Spurgeon
Cathy Jeannerat
Ron Basso

Dave Jeannerat

Lorraine Fitzpatrick

Deb Peterson
Jay Henderson
Becky Walters
Bill Perry
Noah Egan
Jack Sapp

Ron Meyer

Sue Falzone

8/1

8/1

8/1

8/3

8/6

8/7

8/7

8/8

8/10
8/14
8/15
8/16
8/17
8/17
8/17
8/18
8/19
8/20
8/20
8/21
8/22
8/24
8/25
8/25
8/25
8/26
8/27
8/28
8/28
8/30
8/30
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Jack & Ann Sapp 8/1

Richard & Bonnie Jacoby 8/12
John & Kathy Kaiser 8/16
Russ & Sandy Palmer 8/20
Mike & Kelly Weaver 8/21
Ed & Julie Thoman Jr. 8/22
Mark & Cindy Freer 8/23
Jim & Gerri McGee 8/24
Ron & Penny Wolfe 8/25
Craig & Renee Baumgartner 8/26
Doug & Judi Corns 8/26

STEPHEN MINISTERS ~ If you or

someone you know needs one-

on-one, confidential, Christ-
STEPi—IEN centered care due to grief,
MINISTRY illness, caregiving stress, job
loss, transitions, and more, contact Andy Frick,
our Stephen Minister Leader at 520.309.0098 or
andrewfrick30@gmail.com.

Gulf Cove United Methodist Church
Rev. Michael Weaver I, Pastor
1100 S. McCall Road, Port Charlotte, Florida 33981
941.697.1747  Fax: 941.697.1528

www.GulfCoveChurch.com GulfCoveUMC@gmail.com




