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From the Pastor
Still Wondering

“O Lord, our Sovereign, how majestic is your
name in all the earth! ... When I look at your
heavens, the work of your fingers... what are
human beings that you are mindful of them?” —
Psalm 8:1, 3—4

Dear Church,

September has arrived. School is back in session,
routines are settling in, calendars are filling up,
and here in Florida we are preparing for that
dramatic change of seasons when the
temperature drops from 105 degrees to 103.
(Brrr.)

But September also gives us a chance to settle
into a new rhythm.

Over the last several weeks, we have spent time
asking questions and learning again that faith
does not require us to stop wondering.
Discipleship invites us to keep seeking, keep
noticing, and never lose that sense of simply
sitting in awe of God.

Whether you are two weeks old or 102 years old,
God loves you, values you, and can work in and

through your life. There is no age limit on grace,
no retirement from discipleship, and no point
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where we have learned all there is to learn about
the goodness and mystery of God.

That same spirit of wonder can shape the way we
worship. When we gather, it is good to laugh,
reconnect with friends, and enjoy the gift of
Christian community. At the same time, we have
the privilege of remembering that we are
gathered in the presence of Christ.

Whether we are preaching, singing, playing an
instrument, serving in the choir, running sound
and lights, greeting, praying, or worshiping from
the pews, we are offering something together to
God. Worship is not about any one of us. It is
about all of us turning our hearts toward God and
offering what we have.

And then we carry that worship beyond the
sanctuary.

This fall gives us many opportunities to do just
that through radical hospitality and loving our
neighbors. On September 11, we will be feeding
members of the Lemon Bay band. Our monthly
Breakfast Buddies gatherings continue to create
opportunities for friendship and connection.
Before long, we will also be preparing for Trunk-
or-Treat, our Thanksgiving meal, and the many
other ways our church reaches beyond its walls.

These are more than events on a calendar. They
are opportunities to reflect the grace of God in
practical ways to welcome, feed, listen,



encourage, and remind people that they are seen
and loved.

Stepping into ministry together also requires
faith. Summer can be a lean season for churches,
and as we move into fall, we continue trusting
God and one another as we give of our time,
gifts, resources, and ourselves. Every act of
generosity helps make ministry possible and
allows us to keep saying “yes” when
opportunities to serve arise.

As fall begins, my prayer is that we will keep
wondering, keep seeking, keep worshiping, keep
giving, and keep looking for places where God is
inviting us to serve.

If one of these ministries interests you or if God
has placed a new idea on your heart, please let us
know. There is always room for another set of
hands, another voice, another idea, and another
person willing to step forward in faith.

After all, ministry is not something a few people
do for everyone else.

We are in ministry together.
Grace and peace,

Pastor Mike
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SUNDAY SCHEDULE
8am Traditional Worship Service
9:30am Contemporary Worship Service
AND Kids Church (PK-5) #109
9:30am Adult Sunday School - #Youth Rm
11am Traditional Worship Service

4-6pm Youth Group (gr 6-12) - #Youth Rm

WEDNESDAYS AT GULF COVE

Midweek Boost ~ meets with Pastor Mike at 12pm.
Pastor’s Bible Study ~ meets at 4:30pm.

Jesus Rocks ~ Grades K-5 meet from 6-7:30pm.
Youth ~ Grades 6-12 meet from 6-7:30pm.

Praise Band Rehearsal ~ 6pm.

SERMON SERIES: | Wonder....

| Wonder About
the Miracles in the Bible
John 2:1-11

September 6

I Wonder About
the End of the World
Mark 13:32-37

September 13

| Wonder About
Life After Death
John 14:1-3

September 20

Time for Action
Matthew 21: 28-31

September 27
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— 941-697-1747

Saturday,
| Sept. 19

8:30 am ~10:00am
Reservations and :
payment can be made
at Zeffy.com

| $10/person —
| Country Buffet ‘.‘ i
L. ——

Join us for social time e
and a delicious breakfast!

Menu: Eggs, Bacon, Sausage Links, Hashbrown
Potatoes, Biscuits, Gravy, Chef's Choice of Fruit,
Juice, Coffee

Sign up at the office or online using the QR code
above. You may also place an envelope with
payment and names of attendees in the offering
plate or in Breakfast Buddies Box on Sundays
through September 13.

Everyone is welcome!



GENERAL REGISTRATION OPENS ON
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25.

THE 2027
‘ ‘r WOMEN’S
G RETREAT ~
-\ January 30-31, 2027

[ . at the Riverside Retreat
RETREAT ° Center in LaBelle, FL.
N \-.‘L}'{E-’ -
‘ What If You Gave God
X . pepect - e a Weekend?

Sometimes the greatest gift we can give
ourselves is the opportunity to slow down, listen
for God's voice, and enjoy the company of other
women who are seeking this connection, too.
Join the women of Gulf Cove UMC for From
Bitter to Blessed, a weekend retreat inspired by
the Book of Ruth, on January 30-31, 2027, at
beautiful Riverside Retreat Center in LaBelle,
Florida.

Nestled along a scenic stretch of the
Caloosahatchee River, Riverside offers towering
oak trees, gently rolling green lawns, peaceful
walking paths, and breath-taking sunsets—the
perfect setting to step away from the demands of
everyday life and reconnect with God and one
another.

Together we'll laugh, worship, enjoy meaningful
conversations, explore the story of Ruth through
creative activities, and discover how God can
transform seasons of loss into lives marked by
hope and blessing.

Comfortable lodging, delicious meals, beautiful
surroundings...and no cooking or laundry for the
weekend! What more could you ask for?

For now, just save the date and start looking
forward to a weekend away! We'll be sharing
more details, registration information, and retreat
highlights in the months ahead.

Contact any one of us if you have questions:
Patty Frick (ocpattyl@gmail.com),

Sue Haring (suefab2000@yahoo.com),
Joan Priest (galaxie(@comcast.net)

Jean Richardson (jmr1547@gmail.com).
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Fellowship

Ladies Who Lunch is a group

Padies Opento all women of the church.

o They meet once a month to share a
' meal and fellowship. Meetings are
usually on the 2" Sunday of the
month. Next meeting is Sunday,
September 13, 12:30pm. For more
details, please contact Nancy
Spaulding at 386.868.8604.

Mahjongg with Friends will
resume meeting on Monday
mornings in room #109 at 9am

- starting on September 14. All
levels are welcome — from learners and beginners
to experts. We are a fun group! Please join us.
Contact Linda Edwards for more information at
253.350.7264.

INTERESTED IN STARTING A NEW
FELLOWSHIP GROUP? Contact the office at
941.697.1747 and we will help you get started.

=~ But the WISDOM

~ __+that.comes from
"~ “heaven'is first
=" ofall-pure; then
=~ . peace-loving,
| considerate,
submissive,

full of mercy

and good fruit,
impartial and

sincere.
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ENGLEWOOD HELPING HAND
Service opportunities
are coming up on
September 30 &
October 1. Look for
signup sheets in the
Narthex as we get

e g closer to the dates.
The pantry needs the following: shelf stable or
powdered milk, bar soap, toilet paper,
condiments, instant mashed potatoes, ramen
noodles, rice, tuna, canned chicken, canned
beans (kidney, black, refried, baked), canned
pasta, canned chili, soups, peanut butter, cereal,
or any shelf stable foods. Donations can be
placed in the EHH bin in the Narthex entry.
Please be sure items have not expired.

The Closet of Hope at Gulf
Cove United Methodist
Church offers free clothing for
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Stewardship

is heart work
yr

it

ot store up Ror yoursshes ersasures on sareh, where moths and vermin desercy,
and where thieves breah in and steat But store up for yourselves treasures in heaver,
where moths and vermin do mot destroy, and where thieves do mot break in and steal
Far where your éressurs i, there your hesrt wil be aino-”

COMMUNION OFFERING ENVELOPES
Each month a different fund is chosen by our
church leadership to receive these special gifts. If
you wish to give above and beyond your usual
tithe for September, the offering is dedicated
to the Closet of Hope. This money is used to
buy new socks and underwear for our clients..

SECOND SUNDAY ~ SECOND MILE
GIVING is another opportunity to go above and
beyond your normal giving to support the
church. This collection always goes to our
reserve fund, so that we may pay our bills when
gifts and tithes will not cover our regular
monthly expenses.

Financial Snapshot:

Closet of Hope
Clothing Ministry

children and adults of all ages.

The Closet is open the first and
third Saturdays of the month
(except holidays), from

9:30am until 12pm. Donations can be brought to
the Closet on Thursday mornings at 9:30am or
when they are open on Saturdays. Anyone
interested in helping with this outreach ministry
should contact Sandy Palmer at 941.204.3322.

UNDIE SUNDAY!
SEPTEMBER 6
Please bring new in
package socks and
underwear for all
ages and drop off in
the Narthex bucket
marked UNDIE
SUNDAY!!!

JULY 2026 YTD
Spendable Income
Received $26,670.00 | $290,097.33
Expenses $42,574.49 | $314,203.07
Surplus/Deficit ($15,904.49) | ($24,105.74)
Reserve Funds
Used $10,000.00 | $10,000.00
Surplus/Deficit w/
Reserve Funds ($5,904.41) | ($14,105.74)
Restricted Funds
Rec'd $17,500.96 | $173,735.33

Thank you all for your faithful giving!




Zoeempowers

It Started with a Group

After his father died, Lazaro’s childhood
disappeared. His mother did what she could, but
her disability prevented her from providing for
the family on her own. Hoping to help support
them, Lazaro’s oldest brother eventually left
home in search of work in a larger community
far away. The separation was painful, but they
saw no other choice. With his older brother gone,
the responsibility of caring for his three younger
siblings fell to teenage Lazaro.

Searching for Work

While other children hurried to school with
books tucked beneath their arms, Lazaro left
home each morning in search of work. If
someone needed help in the fields, he offered his
hands. If sacks of grain needed to be carried or
firewood gathered, he was the first to step up.

Lazaro accepted whatever work he could find,
hoping that by evening he would have enough
money to buy food for his younger siblings.
Some days he returned with a few coins in his
pocket. Other days he came home with nothing at
all.

Those were the hardest evenings. His siblings
looked to him with the desperate hope that he
had found enough work that day. Often, there
was only one simple meal to share. It quieted the
hunger for a little while, but before long the
empty feeling returned.

As the months passed, Lazaro found himself
making impossible choices. Every day spent
looking for work was another day away from
school. He watched other children continue their
education while his own future seemed to grow
smaller with each passing season. There wasn’t
time to think about what he wanted to become
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someday, only how to feed his family for that
day.

An Invitation to Something Different

Then one afternoon, a community leader invited
Lazaro to attend an informational meeting about
a program for orphaned children and extremely
vulnerable youth called Zoe Empowers.

Lazaro almost didn’t go. Programs had come and
gone before, often making promises but not
delivering anything. But something about this
invitation felt different. The meeting wasn’t
about receiving a handout. It was about learning
how to build a future, and Lazaro felt lucky to be
accepted into it.

He joined together with other young people from
the community, carrying burdens much like his
own. They had lost parents, cared for younger
siblings, and knew what it felt like to wonder if
they would be able to feed their families that day.

While Lazaro did not fully understand it then,
God was already working in his life. The group
he joined would learn practical skills that would
become a source of social, economic, and
spiritual support—and the beginning of a
different future.

If you would like to hear the rest of Lazaro’s
story, please follow the link below.

It Started with a Group — Zoe Empowers

Our church has commited to be a partner for a
Zoe Empower group. There is a donation box in
the front of the sanctuary near the serving room
if you feel moved to support this mission. Every
dollar provides a hand up, not a hand out.

7,

ZOeempowers



https://zoeempowers.org/it-started-with-a-group/?utm_source=Zoe+Empowers+Updates&utm_campaign=537941cf43-YE23-Email07-GivingTuesday02_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_06437cb306-537941cf43-129634470
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C.T. Twardzik 9/1 _
David & Jean Pepper 9/6
Hunter Chaffee 9/3 ]
Al & Shirley Marken 9/11
Ted Eckbreth 9/7 )
Lisa & Scott Turan 9/15
Russ Palmer 9/8
Chuck & Kathy Mortensen  9/17
Bob Segur 9/8 ) o )
Mike & Patricia MacKenzie 9/20
Cyndi Kussow 9/10 )
Jay & Denise Henderson 9/20
Kathy Kaiser 9/10 .
John & Carol McGuire 9/30
Jean Mennenga 9/11
Cliff Jones 9/13
Karen Current 9/13
Rick Carlson 9/13
Stacey Corn 9/13
Briggs Gray 9/14
Nancy Steneck 9/17
Miles Gilchrist 9/17 STEPHEN MINISTERS ~ If you or
Robert Wolpert 9/19 someone you know needs one-
Karlie Weaver 9/20 - on-one, confidential, Christ-

_ STEPHEN centered care due to grief,
Joanie Marshall 9/20 MINISTRY jness, caregiving stress, job
Bonnie Jacoby 9/20 loss, transitions, and more, contact Andy Frick,
Jackie Miller 9/21 our Stephen Minister Leader at 520.309.0098 or
Lisa Brown 9/22 andrewfrick30@gmail.com.

Ed Thoman Jr. 9/25
Jeanne Richardson 9/25
Azalea Gray 9/26
Cheryl Ross 9/26
Shane Crandall 9/27
Erin Kuhns 9/30

Gulf Cove United Methodist Church
Rev. Michael Weaver Il, Pastor
1100 S. McCall Road, Port Charlotte, Florida 33981
941.697.1747  Fax: 941.697.1528

www.GulfCoveChurch.com GulfCoveUMC@gmail.com




