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Hurricane Ian Update 

July 4, 2026 

The great news is that through YOUR prayers, 

gifts and talents, we have basically completed the 

big repairs and have improved the safety and 

beauty of our campus. YOUR financial 

contributions, YOUR constant prayers and 

YOUR gifts of time and energy have allowed 

this work to be completed without having to 

borrow outside funding. 

Three years and ten months ago we began 

recovery and repairs to Gulf Cove UMC, after 

our devastating hit from Hurricane Ian. Our team 

has worked tirelessly to constructively and 

financially be responsible in restoring our church 

home. We have complied with updated building 

codes, insurance and FEMA. All windows and 

doors are “hurricane impact” in the main 

building and “hurricane resistant” in the 

portables. We added extras that will help protect 

the building’s exterior from further 

environmental hazards. Thankfully, we hired B. 

C. Peabody Consultants to provide direction and 

huge assistance in muddling through FEMA’s 

processes. 

We seem to be on the home stretch with FEMA 

now. According to our latest contact, if all the 

numbers and invoices coordinate between 

GCUMC and FEMA, the project will go for final 

review. We continue to work strenuously to 

complete this part. The entire project then goes to 

Washington, DC for approval and there is no 

estimated timeline for this nor for when monies 

might be received. PATIENCE continues to be 

the key word though ALL of this. 

To further explain the term “big repairs”; nearly 

every wall, floor and ceiling were touched in our 

work to restore this campus. They are: 

EXTERIOR: Roofs to Sanctuary, Oaks Cove, 

Barn, Tool Shed, and 3 Portables. Siding to 3  

 

 

Portables, Repairs to secure Oaks Cove and its 

A/C. 

INTERIORS: Sanctuary: Insulation, Ceiling 

Tiles, Metal Grids, Drywall, Painted all required 

walls, new Drinking Fountain, Flooring 

throughout, Lighting Fixtures updated and 

replaced where needed. 

PORTABLES: Roofs, Siding, Insulation, 

Drywall, Painting, New A/C in each, Ceiling 

Tiles and Metal Grids, Flooring. 

CONTENTS: This is an area still in the works. 

There are pieces of Furniture, Window 

Coverings in the education wing and other items. 

These will come in the near future. However, the 

big jobs are DONE! 

I imagine I’ve forgotten something in these lists, 

but let me say, much of the work inside the 

Portables came from our own members, as did all 

the painting, inside and out of the Sanctuary, and 

Classrooms. Our folks also did all the ceilings 

except for the Sanctuary areas in these four 

structures. 

There are too many people to name, but 

EVERYONE who has helped in ANYWAY, be 

it gifts of time, talent or money, deserves a 

HUGE THANK YOU! It truly takes a village to 

accomplish God’s work. We have each been 

given gifts from God that, together can 

accomplish huge endeavors. May we continue to 

welcome new friends to our SAFE, 

BEAUTIFUL AND ACTIVE church and 

campus. 

In LOVE and GRATITUDE,  

Joan Priest – Leadership Board Chair  


