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From the Pastor 

“And whatever you do, in word or deed, do 

everything in the name of the Lord Jesus.” — 

Colossians 3:17 

Dear Church,  

October is one of those months when the church 

calendar gets wonderfully full. There are 

meetings to attend, trunks to decorate, candy to 

buy, hot dogs to cook, and, if history is any 

indication, someone will somehow get fake 

spiderwebs tangled in something they were never 

meant to be tangled in. But underneath all that 

activity, October gives us opportunities to 

remember who we are and why we are here. 

One of those opportunities will be our combined 

Church Conference. Several churches will gather 

here at Gulf Cove for worship, fellowship, and 

what I sometimes call the “blessed business” of 

the local church. 

Now, I realize the words “church business 

meeting” may not immediately cause your heart 

to strangely warm. John Wesley probably never 

wrote a hymn called, “O for a Thousand 

Committee Reports.” Still, there really is 

something holy about it. 

We will worship with brothers and sisters from 

other churches, celebrate what God has been  

 

doing, and make decisions that prepare our 

churches for another year of ministry. We will 

approve leaders, receive reports, and attend to the 

practical matters that allow ministry to happen. 

Budgets, leadership, committees, reports, and 

votes may seem like the less exciting side of 

church life, but they provide the structure and 

fuel that make outreach possible. They help us 

organize people, steward resources, maintain our 

ministries, and create the support needed to serve 

beyond our walls. Behind those seemingly 

ordinary decisions are children being taught, 

families being fed, neighbors being served, and 

people encountering the grace of God. Even the 

practical work of the church can help make 

outreach possible. 

And then comes one of my favorite community 

events of the year: our Trunk or Treat. For a few 

hours, our parking lot will be filled with 

decorated cars, costumes, candy, laughter, 

children, parents, grandparents, and probably 

more superheroes and princesses than Gulf Cove 

has seen all year. But Trunk or Treat is about 

more than candy. It is a ministry opportunity.   

Every family that walks onto our property gives 

us another chance to say, “You are welcome 

here.” We get to connect with children and. 
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families from our community, share some joy, 

and provide free food for everyone who comes 

For some of us, that hot dog may simply be a 

snack between pieces of candy. For another 

family, it may be supper that evening. It may 

mean one less meal they have to figure out or 

one small expense they do not have to carry that 

day. That is ministry, too.  

Halloween gives us permission to pretend for a 

little while. We can put on costumes, masks, 

wigs, and capes and become somebody 

completely different. But when the costumes 

come off, we never need to hide who we truly 

are. 

Sometimes life convinces us to wear other kinds 

of masks. We hide our worries, mistakes, 

loneliness, struggles, or the places where we 

think we do not measure up. 

The good news of Jesus Christ is that beneath 

every mask remains someone deeply loved by 

God. You are a child of God. You are a person of 

sacred worth. And no amount of darkness can 

change that. 

So, this October, whether we are worshiping at 

Church Conference, serving a hot dog, handing a 

child some candy, or wondering how someone 

decorated an entire SUV like Noah’s Ark, may 

we remember what all of this is really about: 

helping people experience God’s grace, embrace 

God’s love, and engage the world around us. 

See you around church! 

Pastor Mike 

______________________________________ 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

8am   Traditional Worship Service 

9:30am  Contemporary Worship Service    

    AND Kids Church (PK-5) #109 

9:30am  Adult Sunday School - #Youth Rm 

11am   Traditional Worship Service 

4-6pm  Youth Group (gr 6-12) - #Youth Rm 

_________________________________ 

WEDNESDAYS AT GULF COVE 

Midweek Boost ~ meets with Pastor Mike at 12pm. 

Pastor’s Bible Study ~ meets at 4:30pm. 

Jesus Rocks ~ Grades K-5 meet from 6-7:30pm. 

Youth ~ Grades 6-12 meet from 6-7:30pm. 

Praise Band Rehearsal ~ 6pm. 

_______________________________________ 

NOTICE: 

Gulf Cove United Methodist Church 

2026 Church Conference 

is scheduled for Sunday, October 4, 

2026 at 3pm in the church sanctuary.  

Rev. Debbie Allen, South West District 

Superintendent, presiding. Open to all 

church members. 
 

OCTOBER SERMON SERIES:  

FOLLOW ME … IF YOU DARE 

 
October 4  World Communion Sunday          
             Come With Me 
           Matthew 4:18-22 
 
October 11       Love Is Dangerous 
              John 15:12-17 
 
October 18            Laity Sunday 
     Residing Hope Guest Speaker 
 
October 25       Special Halloween Sunday 
     Things That Go Bump in the Soul
            Ephesians 5:8-10  
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 GENERAL REGISTRATION OPENS ON 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25. 

 

What If You Gave God a Weekend? 

From Bitter to Blessed 

 Women’s Spiritual Retreat 

January 30–31, 2027 |  

Riverside Retreat Center, LaBelle, Florida 

www.flriverside.com 

What if you set aside one weekend to step away 

from your usual routines, spend time with God, 

and enjoy the company of other women? 

From Bitter to Blessed, our 2027 Women’s 

Spiritual Retreat, will use the Bible’s story of 

Ruth to explore how God meets us through the 

many seasons of our lives. Through worship, 

Scripture, small-group conversation, quiet time 

with God, creative activities, music, service, and 

fellowship, we will reflect on themes of loss, 

commitment, provision, risk, and restoration. 

The retreat is open to all women ages 18 and 

older, including friends and women from the 

surrounding community. Feel free to invite 

someone to come with you! 

Registration Opens Sunday, October 25. 

Registration tables will be available after each 

worship service on October 25. Payment is due at 

registration.  

The cost is $110 per person, which includes 

Saturday night lodging, meals, and retreat 

materials. Your registration will be confirmed 

once we receive your registration form and 

payment. Because space is limited, we encourage 

you to register early. 

We don’t want cost to keep anyone from 

attending. If you or someone you know could use 

financial assistance, please contact Rev. Patty  

 

 

 

Frick at ocpatty1@gmail.com or 520-232-4939. 

All requests will be kept confidential.   

 

Help Us Prepare for the Retreat! 

Beginning October 4, donation boards will be 

available at church at the back of the church with 

specific items needed for the Women’s Retreat. 

Donations will help with: 

• Retreat activities and session supplies  

• Hospitality and refreshment supplies  

• Decorations and table supplies  

• Gleaning for Others CARE Bags — 

including small comfort items, snacks, 

beverages, tissues, cards, and other items 

for women in need  

Simply choose a note from one of the boards, 

purchase the item listed, and place it in one of the 

specially marked tubs underneath the Donation 

Boards table.    

Questions 

If you have questions, please feel free to contact 

Rev. Patty.  

Just bring your Bible, sheets, pillow, towel and 

toothbrush and join us for a weekend of 

relaxation, spiritual refreshment and renewal.   

______________________________________ 

 

 

Ladies Who Lunch is a group 

open to all women of the church. 

They meet once a month to share a 

meal and fellowship. Meetings are 

usually on the 2nd Sunday of the 

month. Next meeting is Sunday, 

October 11, 12:30pm at Cheddar’s. 

For more details, please contact 

Nancy Spaulding at 386.868.8604. 

 

Mahjongg with Friends meets 

on Monday mornings in room 

#109 at 9am. All levels are 

welcome – from learners and 

beginners to experts. We are a fun group! Please  
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join us. Contact Linda Edwards for more 

information at 253.350.7264. 

 

 

ENGLEWOOD HELPING HAND  

 

The pantry needs the 

following: shelf stable 

or powdered milk, bar 

soap, toilet paper, 

condiments, instant 

mashed potatoes, 

ramen noodles, rice, tuna, canned chicken, 

canned beans (kidney, black, refried, baked), 

canned pasta, canned chili, soups, peanut butter, 

cereal, or any shelf stable foods.  Donations can 

be placed in the EHH bin in the Narthex entry. 

Please be sure items have not expired. 

 

The Closet of Hope at Gulf 

Cove United Methodist 

Church offers free clothing for 

children and adults of all ages. 

The Closet is open the first and 

third Saturdays of the month 

(except holidays), from 

9:30am until 12pm. Donations can be brought to 

the Closet on Thursday mornings at 9:30am or 

when they are open on Saturdays. Anyone 

interested in helping with this outreach ministry 

should contact Sandy Palmer at 941.204.3322.  

______________________________________ 

SATURDAY, 

OCTOBER 24, 

4-6PM. Trunks 

and Candy 

needed! See 

Holly Tozer for 

details. 

_______________________________________ 

 

 

 

COMMUNION OFFERING ENVELOPES 

Each month a different fund is chosen by our 

church leadership to receive these special gifts. If 

you wish to give above and beyond your usual 

tithe for October, the offering goes to World 

Communion Sunday. 

 

SECOND SUNDAY ~ SECOND MILE 

GIVING is another opportunity to go above and 

beyond your normal giving to support the 

church. This collection always goes to our 

reserve fund, so that we may pay our bills when 

gifts and tithes will not cover our regular 

monthly expenses.  
 

Financial Snapshot: 

 

*Other funds were used to cover the deficit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AUGUST 2026 YTD 

Spendable Income 

Received 34,612.98 324,710.31 

Expenses 42,872.28 357,075.35 

Surplus/Deficit (8,259.30) (32,365.04) 

Reserve Funds 

Used* 0.00 10,000 

Restricted Funds 

Rec’d 
13,198.53 186,933.86 
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Dear Church Family, 

 

October is Clergy Appreciation Month, a time 

when we reflect on the clergy who lead our 

congregations with dedication, compassion, and 

love. This month provides an opportunity to 

acknowledge the vital role that Pastor Mike plays 

in nurturing our church ministry within this 

community as well as supporting our individual 

spiritual growth. 

 

The Apostle Paul reminds us in 1 Corinthians 

9:14 (NLT):  

In the same way, the Lord ordered that those 

who preach the Good News should be 

supported by those who benefit from it. 

 

This, and countless other Bible passages, call us 

to celebrate the dedication of those who serve 

tirelessly in ministry. As we honor Pastor Mike, 

his wife Kelly and their daughters Myleigh and 

Karlie this month, please keep them in your 

prayers and reach out with words of 

encouragement or cards to thank them for their 

devotion. They are truly a gift to all of us. 

 

Pastor Mike does not desire monetary gifts, but if 

you choose to give a gift to honor his ministry, 

he asks that you do so by donating to our Gulf 

Cove Ministry Fund. Simply make a note on 

your envelope or check memo line and place it in 

the offering plate. 

 

We are blessed to have a pastor with vision who 

leads with faith and humility. 

 

Warmly, 

 

Staff Parish Relations Team 

 

 

 

INTERESTED IN JOINING                           

GULF COVE UMC? 

 

NEW MEMBERS CLASS ~  

      LUNCH WITH PASTOR  

 

Our next membership class will be on Sunday, 

October 18, following the 11am worship service 

at around 12ish. The class lasts about 2 hours. 

Lunch will be provided. Please call the office at 

941.697.1747 to register for this class (even if 

you have told the pastor you are coming), so we 

can plan ahead. Thanks. 

 

Levels of Memberships available: 

• Full Members have their United Methodist 

membership only at GCUMC. 

 

• Affiliate Members retain their United 

Methodist membership elsewhere in addition to 

their membership at GCUMC. 

 

• Associate Members retain membership 

elsewhere in a different denomination in addition 

to their membership at GCUMC. 

 

Come join Pastor Mike and other church leaders 

to learn more about our history and our church. If 

you decide you would like to join at one of these 

levels, a Sunday to take membership vows 

during your worship service will be scheduled 

during the lunch. We would love to see you 

there. Remember to call the office to register 

at 941.697.1747. 
_____________________________________ 

OFFICE STAFF HOURS 

 

Receptionist: 

 Theresa Peterson: M-Th. 9a-2p. 

 

Administrative Assistant: 

 Dawn Tesauro, M-Th. 8a 2:30p; F. 8a-12p. 
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STEPHEN MINISTERS ~ If you 
or someone you know needs 
one-on-one, confidential, 
Christ-centered care due to 
grief, illness, caregiving stress, 

job loss, transitions, and more, contact Andy 
Frick, our Stephen Minister Leader at 
520.309.0098 or andrewfrick30@gmail.com.  
_____________________________________________ 

Darlene Norell     10/1 

Carolyn Nido       10/2 

Pat Morse           10/4 

Mindy Wilson       10/7 

Billie Jones        10/9 

Laurie Rakestraw  10/9 

Blair McVety       10/9 

Mary Hollenbeck   10/11 

Diane Nyalka       10/11 

Jerry Spurgeon     10/15 

Jim McGee          10/16 

Pam Fapp           10/18 

Linda Edwards      10/18 

Lu Ann Zink        10/19 

Mike Weaver        10/19 

Jackie Carter      10/20 

Sandy Palmer       10/21 

Bob Rohrbaugh      10/21 

Donna Wallace      10/22 

Joel Wilson         10/25 

Alane Strong       10/25 

Gregg Springer     10/29 

Nancy Turner       10/29 

Scott Perkins      10/30 

Terry Muhlenbruch 10/30 

Terry Thonnerieux 10/31 

 

Dave & DeAnna Crandall  10/4 

Michael & Jenna Alvarez  10/10 

Hunter & Hilary Chaffee  10/11 

Steve & Deb Crandall   10/14 

Ted & Dawn Eckbreth   10/16 

John & Joyce Furtado   10/20 

 

Gulf Cove United Methodist Church 

Rev. Michael Weaver II, Pastor 

1100 S. McCall Road, Port Charlotte, Florida 33981 

941.697.1747       Fax: 941.697.1528 

www.GulfCoveChurch.com     GulfCoveUMC@gmail.com 


